none POET FTE FETTTRLEA 


CHRIST'S 
Innocency pleaded: 


Azainlt the CR Y of the 


CHIEF PRIESTS. 


"FEY 
A Brief and Plain REPLY unto 
ccrtain Papers received fromriliiam Thomas 
| (called ) 
A Miniſterof the Goſpel at Ulbley , iz Somerſetlhire, 


———__ a __— _ 
—— —— _———— C_——_— — 


ByT homas Speed, a Servant of that Jeſus Chriſt , who was, aC 
the Requeſt of the bloody Crew of Chiei Prieſts and 
Teachers, Cruciftied at Jeruſalem, 


Mat. 23.27, Wo unto you Scribes, aud Phariſees, Hypocrites ; for 


_— 
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ye are like unto whited Sepulchres, which indeed appear beant i» 


fall outward, *but are within full of dead mens bones, and of all 
uncleanneſs, 


John 8. 39. Jeſus ſaith unto them, If ye were Abrahams Chil- 


dren, ye wonld do the works of Abraham. 
Verſe 49. But now ye ſeek to kl me, a man that hath told you 
the truth, which I have heard of God: this did not Abraham, 
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Seneca de vir, Beat, Queramm quid optime fattum ſit; non quid 
fit atiſſimum : & quid "nos in poſſeſſione felicitatis eterne c51- 
' ſtituat. non quid vulge, veritatis peſſimo interprets, probatum 
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_ theworld, called,” | 
- Miniſters of the Goſpel... . 


To + OP Er on Frog. Dh. 
paggne( HE night is fat ſpear, the diy is ar hang 3 'amd 
bleſled.yea blefled fromthe Lordare all they 
...who are found walkins, not as Children of 
__ che night, but of the day. The hour is com» 
ing, and now 15, that all coverings ſhall be cembved, avd 
the vails pluckeFrom off all faces ; and larfientacionz and 
wo, wilbeunto all chem, who are tound covered, b#e 
wot Withthe covering of my Spirit -(aith the Lord God: A+ 
wake therefore, O ye Shepheards, Awake, Ayake ; ftand 
up,{eriouſly confider of, and prove your coverings ; make 
diligent 4nquiſicion, and ſearch, whether you ate covered 
with power, Or profeſſion ; with rhe ſubſtance,ot with rhe 
form ;z with the Spiric, or with the letter onely. Tolean 
upon-the Lord, and lay, Is noche in che midit of us,. (as 
Michs's Hiceling Teachers and Prophres did,) crying, 
the Temple ef the 


in this Nation, 'who arc by:them(clves and - 


: 


To all: the publick Teachers 


ordythe Temple of the Lord,will not ſerve . 
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the-curn, in that rerribie day Which rhe righreous Jadge. \,* 


of all che Earth ſhall enter jnto judgment with;you ? 


The\Scciptures of truch do beat record (#)'ot'a peopte; , xg... 
who ſhall az the 1a day maketheir (olemn appeal.cq the b___ 23 


King of glory, avouching ;them{Flves.undoubred Chrilti- 
ans4 [pleading char they have oiven .honall- tellimonies , 
that. they were luch , by their Propheſymg, caſing ont of 
Devils, aud doing many wonderfull works in his name ; on 
whom he will chen;pronounce char dilſmall Sentence, of 
nar as ſuch; whom heme knw; i hes (though 
ey gen. much,1n preaching and profeſſion 
nary, Few i 


were, t6all workers of; 'iniqnity,.... x0 £ pooh 


elvesſtrvancs ro. the: Son of Gad ,, and co be Minidets: 
hiav.called forch to preach the everlaſting G ape? ;Frotirthe 
| A 2 


Ot» 


a, yet, they 
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bottom of my hearr. do I with, that I were able truly to 

ſay of every individnall of you, that you are found walk- 

ing worthy ot ſuch a Maſter, and bringing forth fruit wor- 

thy of that high and holy calling, with w ich you pretend 
a 


your ſelves called, I ſhall nor undertake raſbly to judge 

you, or accuſe-you-unto the world; let your fruits demon- 

ttrate what Trees you are, and let yout works judge you, 
Youpretend the Scripture to be your Rule; Come 

therefore let us plainly reaſon together, and. ſee if your 

ewn Rule will condemn you orc abſolve you.” The Sp1 

of the Lord by the mouth of his Prophet 2fchd, (i 
counted it among the abominations of the Prieſh 
Prophets of choſe, dayes, that they tawght for bire , af 

Divine for money ; and as an ageravation'ot thisf] 
wickedneſle, he farther refifieth, Thar they even prepared 
(c) war againſt him that refuſed to put nr err 'mouths. Lec 
rheſe Scriptures be your indixement betote the Judge of 
all the Earth; andre the light of Jefus-Chriſt in'every one 
of. zour Conſciences do I appeal, whether” '0t-are able 
co.-pleadto it; Not guiky. Andif guilty, how then can you 
eſcape the ſame ſentence, and condemnarion, 'thar-felF'or 
thole Prieſts and Prophets, who where found inthe! fame 
tran'orefſions ? RY ar ee” 

. Jeius Chriſt cherrue and great Prophet of his people z 
.denouoceth the woe againſt the (4) Teachers in his dayes 
forthat they did 7E:ir works to be ſeen of men, fl anding pray- 
ing in the Synagogues, andthe corner: of the ftreets ;-as allo 

becauſe they /oved the uppermoſt Rooms at Feaſts ,- and the 
chief Seats in the Synagogues, and reerings inthe Markets, 
andto be called of men Rabbi, Rabbj, View your (elves in 

this Glafle alto , and ler the Light -of Chniſt in alt your 
Coniſcienices judge, wherher theſe ipors are nor manifeſtly 
to be ſeen in. your. Garments : andiffo , who can abſolve 
you from beivg ſharers in their woe , who are found par= 
takers with them in their evill works? 

The Scripture (e) witneſſerth, 'that the Sheep and the 


'Shepheards of Jeſus Chriſt were »ot of the world, becauſe 


"by him: choſen our of the world, and therefore by the world 


were they hated perſecuted ;mpriſoned. toned, beaten in their 


S yus 


= 


Synagognes,Crago'd beſore Ralerr and Magiſtrates, for ku 


wames Take cat out as the { f\) ſweepings and off-ſconring of f 5; xa 
all things, Standto the bar, O ye Shephearas, betore thar albeit. 


Tighrequs. Judge ; that cannot be bribed, and in the. pre- 
E 45 Ins that ſearcherh the heart, and $ {yaa re3ns 
of all men ; give true anlwer to whar I ſhall Cetnand ot ,; 


you, Are you by the world hated, orare you haters vt ; Cor, 4, 
others 2, Are you perſecuted, or perſecurors? Are you im- x1, 


prices for truths ſake, or are, you impriſoners of others? 
Are you ſtoned, or Roners >, Are you bythe world beaten 
in their Synagogues, or. do you your ſelves beat, or cauſe 
others to be beaten > Are you brought before Rulers and 
Magitirates for Chrilt's: name lake, or do you drapgy. or 
cau(e to be drageed, others belore, them'p. Axe you by the 
wor'd*Caft our as the hilth, and, oft-ſcouring 0, all things, 
or do you (o call our ethers thar, do., refuſe {ubzeRtion, to 
your lufts? 1ftheſe be indeed the fruirs you -bripg forth, 
(as whois heamong you that can aſh his hands, and 
1ay he is intiocent?) then whether you are of the pumber 
"of thoſe that ſay they are Apoſtles, and Miniſters of Chriſt, 
bur at&'found to be /iars , let all che wile in heart judge... 

TheSctipture farther beareth record, tnat the Meflen- 
gers of Jeſus Chrilt when ſent on to preach the Goſpel, 


did freely give, as they had freely received; they covered (g) o Atts 
no ar Solve, wor Gold, nor Apparel, and. yet [ſerving 4 $9208 


fairhful Maſter] chey wanted pothing. We never read that 
Pan, or any of the Miniſters of Chyilt in Scripcure, did 
much as claim a maintenance from choſe without ;. much 
lefle did they commence ſuits at Law ageinſ the world, or. 
the Saints, for the tenthof all their laboxrs, Are you the 
Meſſengers of Chriſt > and is the Scripture .your Rule, 
How is it then, that you dare not engage to preach, ha- 
ving not firſt made firm Indeptures fot your liyely-hood3 
Or why is it that you fill che Courcs of Juſtice with your 
actions againſt rhoſe that refuſe to pay youhe tenth of all 
rheir increaſe > nay, by what Rule do you exaR it of thoſe 
that never hear'you, nor own you for their Paſtors? 
Moreover the Scripture manifeſtly declarerh againſt 
allche works of the fleſh ; ſuch as are, drunkenneſs, ſwear- 
mg, 


ing, hyprorifie, covetonſneſr, &c, and are your' hands all 
cpa Oe nerf ? are not a great part of you found 
wallowing in this, common mire And wnons cho'e of 
| yol,rthar have eicaped that opeti poltation dfurutikennets 


= with wine, art you not yer 'intoxtearedWirh'{yrath, and 


1 age againitthe innocent? Let thieask you farther, ( and 
-  'rdler younger baturhed into'a feridnsconlicerativn of 
; "what Lthall tay.) Is hee icarceaPriton' this day in the 
'Natinny/ib witichy .0m& jervant 8f the tryin? God , oc 
cher 1s not prilgnerto your uttatTible fury; Doth: nor 
Jews/Chriitns Frruely the bbund in nay nafty holes, and 
- Dunztons 19 England , by your 1nvivation and procure- 
ment; as h<1d by the procurement of Sxut in Damaſcus > 
It apy poar? Jeremiah come from by Lore, to bear. relti- 
mony-againi all your abominarions ;'Is theEre YAneeg 
Lordry Paſo among'you, wtio" incaſe th Maciitrate be 
10 honeſt as to retnie} will 'not 59:74 bis own hands pur bis 
fets in the ſhocks > Now thento your Rule: Ts it any where 
record 1n Scripture, rhar rhe tre rophers and Mi- 
nilters of the Lotdaid perjecm-,' or) mpriton, any that 
were dittering from themin things of Religion >. Are they 
in thecfieem of” Jeſus Chnift 'S#e heards-or Wolves , who 
worty the- ſheep 1n..ead' of teen them, and bear his 
- /, poor Larnbsaniread Rok eed age carrying them 
 [6fter His example} in'theirboloks,” 0. 
Now therrler me delice youſingly,” avd honeitly, ro 
compare your lives, and your ions, 'With thoig of the 
Minittets'ot Chrift in the Scripture, and let that of Chriit 
ir eactr of your 'Con(ciences dee, y bechec that, ſpicic 
cliat aAedin'theift, do 41ſo bir forth chelathe trujgs [in 
you. , I know you*have many di. inc 190, 10, ofter by 
which to fave yourſelves ftom the condemnation of falſe 
Prophets, and Miniſters of Antichriſt ; buz ler me te!} you, 
however yon may theteby gut your. (elves. amopg.men., 
yet 105TH diffingun Viag wich ther, God tharis terrible; in 
Judomment. - In thar ay in which che book of all, Conlci- 
ences th41t be opeve, 1: and eyery map judged according 
co his* works, Willa PT 908 Lo > Think fadly of 
that how InRichtlie Son of nan ſhall come with his 


holy 


koly Angels fitting upon the throne of his glory, and ſhall £3 
expoltulate with you, and ſay, O ye Shepheards of Eng- 
land, I was an bungry (h) and he gave me no meat, I was Þ Mat. 
thirſty, and ye gave me no drink, I was 4 ſtranger and ye tock, 25,42, 
me not in, naked and ye cloathed me not, ſich andixpriſen, and 43, 
Je viſitted me nos ; nay which 15 worle, When I had mear, 
and drink, and cloathing, ye ſought to bereave me of it ; 
when I was a ſtranger, ye did not onely not take me an, 
bur ye hindered thole that would, and evil intreated them 
for my ſake ; when I was well and at liberty, ye did caſt 
me into bonds, and into prifons, andglory in fo doing : 
O what will you reply , when the Lamb ſhall thus reaſon 
wich you, and command you toplead poſitively, either 
ouilty, or not guilty? will you be able to ſhelter your 
{elves (rom his wrath, by a dfin&:9> will it be a ſuffici- 
ent p'ea for you rhen | becauſe ic ſeemeth ro have ſome 
weight among the hmple ones now] to ſay , Thar. you 
have perſecuted, and impriſoned none but Blaſphemers, 
Heretiks, and deceivers > Did not your Predeceſlors 
che Scribes and Phariſees,and the Prieſts, in thoſe dayes,un- 
derthe ſame notions, perſecute and crucihe the Lord of 
Life, and thouſands of his precious Saints after him > Will 
not that plea juſttfie your Fathers the Biſhops, who did in 
their dayes impriſon, and evil-intreat many of you, and 
hundreds beſides in the nation , called Paritens, as Blaſ- 
phemers, Heretiks, and Deceivers > But, as it was of old, 
ſo 1tis now (there being no new thing underthe Sun) the 
ſeed of the Bond-woman perſecnted the ſeed of the Free-wo- 
man, the form fighteth againſt the power, and the letter a- 
gain(} the lite : The proteſſing religious: Jews, they cryed 
ont againit the Apoſtles and Saints in thoſe dayes, Help O 
Ceſar, help men of /ſraecl,for here are a SeR of men called 
Chriſtians riſen up, who turn the world uphide down : The 
late B;ſhops they cryed out, Help O King again(t this faRi- 
ous Generation of Pxritans, who will not have us to reign 
over them; own us, and guard us with thy Sword ; for it 
thou ſuffer us to fall, this will be the conſequence, No Bi- 
ſhop, no King, Thoſe called Presbyters, they alſo invocated 
the Powers late in being, crying out, help O —— 
NC1P> 
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help; againſttheſe ſchiſmatical [dependents and Anaboy» 
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r:ſts, who begin to refule ſubjettion to thoſe yoaks we 
would Jay upon thein, as ve did to thole layed by rhe Fj- 
ſhops upon our own necks, But nov {o it 1s at this day, thut 
all che Teachers, of all Se&ts and faftions (like as the Pha- 
rilees, and Sadduces again(t Chriit) do with one lip cry our, 
and ay, help O Protettor, help O Magiftrptes, help, for here 
15@0W a {tranze Generation of men riſen up, that the 
Earth 15 not abie ro bear ; ſuch as rike at our very root, 
andif xe tall, this will be the conſequence ( if you dare ro 
believe us } No 1 nifter no Magiſtrate, Horrible Blaſphe- 
mers they are, grand Hereriks, and notorious Deceivetrs ; 
And that ye may know that we do charge th-m to be ſuch, 
on as juſt rounds as our Bretheren the Scribes and Phari- 
ſees charged Chrif, we defire yon toican over this enſu- 
1ng lt oftheir. monſtrous blaſphemies. 

1.: They blaſpheme andſay, that Chriſt is the (3) lrght of 
the world, and hath enlightened avery man that A into 
the world; and that he thar followeth that l:ght ſhall not walk. 
in darkxeſs, but ſhall have the light of life, which light is ſut- 

Accent. ro reach them, and guide them unto the Father : 
And then whar need of all our teachines > 
. 2, They ſay, that chat which may be (k) known of God is 
manifeſt inthe Conſciences of the very heathen (God having 
revealed it -unto them) even his eternall power and God- head : 
and that though they have no Law without them,” yet they 
ſhew the work of the Law written in their hearts, and are 4 
Law unto themſelves, | 

3. They: fay, thar Chriſt did nor mock, nor impoſe an 
impoſibilicy upon this: poor, Lambs, when he -exhorted 
chem to be \{\ perfett;; ever us heir heavenly Father is per- 
fe: and that the ſame Ghtitt ſpake truth,” when as he bore 
witnefſeof Aathanael;'that he was an'1ſyalite | m\ in whom 
WA? no guile: as alſothat Paxl did nor dehene that which 
was impoſſible, when as he'Jaboured to preſett'men [n] per- 
fett in Chriſt Feſus. | zi pe hiry DaIGUEDE0 (21 y 1090779 

.4. They do not bluſh roſay; that Chriſt and the Apoltles 
ſpake as they mean't in the Scriptures; and therefore they 
devy our meanings, and interpretaxions, as needleſs; el per 
- ; a y 
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ally becauſe we differ among our ſylves, 'in our own mean- 

ings; and are falible in our interprotations we give of them : 
by which-meanes, a great part, at-Gur cratr and imployment is 
like to fall co the ground, | | 

5. They aſlert,char Chriſt did not ſpeak one thing, and in- (o)Mat.s 
tended another,when as he (o) commanded men mes to ſwear 34, ug * 
at all, but ro let their yea, be yea, and their nay, nay ; Whereas dubgws 
we that ate Orthodox do both fwear-our (elves, andteach men Laws. b 
ſo te do., ocherwile 'we may haply go, withour our mainte- - probibs- 
nance, for want of ſwearers in Courts of juliice,againſt thoſe —_ A 
Hereticks that refuſe ro pay us tithes. / it adm teth 

6, They are bold co aſſert, that in taking Tyrhes for prea- of no exce- 
ching, we are true neicher to the old Covenant, nor the new : $797 
Not to the old, becauſe tythes were the maintenance- pecu- @ = "” 
liarly appointed ro the Tribe of ' Levi, of which Tribe we © © . 
cannot ay weare; and alſo the tithes of 'old were by com- 
mand to be pur inro a fore-howſe, whither the (q) ſtranger , (q)Numbz 
the fatherleſs and the widow, were to come, and eat of them, 8.2 1., 
and be ſatisfied, which we praftiſe not; Nor to the new Co- 
venant, for that Jeſus Chriit hath pur an end to the Levitical 
Prieſthood; and conſequently to all the maincenance, and ap- 
purrenances thereunto belenging. 

7. They call us Hire/ings, becauſe we preach by indentare 
firlt made with the people for maintenance, and do no 
. go forth (cruſting our Maſter Chrift) as his Miniſters of old (+) Luke 
did, carrying neither (r ) pa#xſe, nor ſcrip with us; which 70. 3, 4 
ſhould we praRiſe, we are doubrful we ſhould be reduced £6 
one of thele two ſtraighes (viz) either to work,, or beg ; the 
firſt of which we camxot do, andro do the ſecond we are 
aſhamed, | | 

| 8, Theycall us greedy degs, becauſe we do nor walk after 

che example of thoſe whom Chriſt ſent our ro preach the 
Goſpel (viz.) Eat and drink, ſuch thmgs as the people, (ſ\) give (#) Luke 
as , bur in tead thereof do force that by Law, even from the To, 7. 
poor and needy ( viz, the tenth of all an {ua by che {ivear of 
cheir browes ) which by fair meanes we ſhould never obcain : 
A thing, they ſay; which the rrue Propheres and Miniſters of 
 Chrifh, mentionedin Scripewre, never practiſed. 

9, They call us Hypocriter, pretending theſe as the Rea- 
ſons, 1, Becauſe we preach the things we practiſe not ; ac- 

JE 
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i exf ng vs ſor preaching agairf! price, «rd yer living inic; a- 
gainſt coratouſneſs, and yet bang greedy of filthy Incre, Be, 
2, Becauſe oftentimes in the cloſe of our Sermons, wete)l 
the peop!e we ſhould have proceeded farther,if time had nor 
prevented us,when-28 indeed we have no moreto ſay, 3. Be- 
cauſe in our Prayers before Sermon, we frequently bee of 
God that he wonld put words into ovr r.ouths, and teach 
us what rofay; whereas even then; we have. our Sermon notes, 
.. either in our Pockers,. or our Bibles, or the - Platform of our 
diſcourſe prepared i» owr heads. _ 

10, They call us thievet and robbers, becauſe we ſpend ſix 
dayes in the week, ro.gather together the words of the Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles, the words of Jerom, Auguſtin, Calvin,Lu-. 
ther , &c. and thencome forth on the hirft day, and fpeak 
ro, the. feople ſaying , Hearken to the Word of the Lord , 
when as indeed we received it-not fromrhe Lord, but from 
the Writings of other men with whom we converſe. 

11, They have the confidence to adwee us (tee the bold- 
nefle of thete deceivers) to-Preach no more ro the: People, 
than the Lord hath'ſpoken to-ns, and thay we our ſelves wit- 
neſs the life and power of within-our ſelves : which if pra&ti- 
ſed, would be of ſad conſequeneeto us ; for that whereas 
moſt of us are ingaged by contra& ro Preach weekly , ſome. 
once, ſome rwicesſome three times.y -1f we ſhould Preach no 

| morethan we witneſs rhe life and power of, either confiant 
ſilence, or yare ſpeaking,would be found in onr Congregations, 
ahd then whar our Sheep would do for Shepheards, or what 
we Shepheards ſhonid do for b1re, ler all that arez1n Authos, 
Ly Tity Jndge, - oaaced3 cubes 
12, They ay; that-the minde of God is not to be known. 
by ftudyin an Kxiver fry, but by Revelation of the Spirit, who 
x Cor, 3. alone knoweth his (t) minde: And that Pal, and Peter; and 
\1. 12, Otherthe Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt iy Seriprure,did not ſerve 
' an appremiſhipin'an Univerfiry to learn-the trade of Prea- 
"ching ; bur &d Preach rhar Golpel, which Chrift 6545 ſpiyic 
1 Cor, | (#) revealo8in them : md theretore they charde ns robe Mi- 
2, 2 10,' Niſters of the /z;ter onely , becauſe we Preach tlie Saints 
Gal,1,16-words, but do not witneſs their condition, Ja: 
13, TheirB/ 7es do.not endhere; but they proceed 
on, and declafe, both tous and onr people, that all pgs 
\ ' pg 
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" king, ind ptafetion of Clift, his death, teſutteBion, ing. 


| in che notion (though never ſo Orchodex) ſhall 
| nethingayailus,orchem,unleſle we witneſle the life ot Jejus 
in us, and his eterual power r4iſing us up to newneſ? of life, 

34. They do notiparce to publth it as cruch (and practiſe 
accordingly ) that he rhat(w) reſp:teth perſons doth commicr 
ſnre + And therefoge it is (Herericks as they are) that chey 
will no ſooner bow down to the rich man wearing the Gold 


King, and the goodly Apparel, then to the poor man that's clad. 


with wile rgiment ; Qi which, if permicced (Q ye Rulers,and 
Magitltrates) this will be the {ad conſequence, that you will 
neither be (iyled honowrable, or worſhipful ; nor we becalled 
by the ee ticles, or Doftors, and D.vines, 

15, Laſtly, they do avouch it te be proper (as in (x) He- 
brew, Greck,, and Latin, ſoin Exgliſh) to tay Thos andihee to 
any ſingle perion: concluding ( lee what 1s itto be illice» 
rate) that becauſe Adam, Abraham HMeoſes, and we our 
ſelves, doſay, Thow and#hee tothe great God that made rhe 
World, therefore che ſame exprefſions may be uledto mortal 
wen: Andthough wedo citeem the impropriery proper , 
for greas men, and rich men. to ſay, They and rbee, to a pooy 
man, anda wear man; yet we cannot but condemn the 
ſame ( though proper ) tor a por man, or a mean man, co ſay 
Then and thee, to a great man, and ar.chman, 

Thele are the horrid Blaſphemics, and damuable Doftrines, 
22ainſt the Abcttars of which, you do ar this day diſcharge 
ſo much paſſion, and rage, borh from Preis and Pulpic ; cal- 
ling to the civil Powers for Bends, and Priſexs ; nay fire and 
fagor, againſt allthole, who (fearing the Lord) do fear to cal 
Porte - light, and/ight darkneſs. 

But Gop a little, and conſider what you are doing,whileſt 
you ave upon the full cacreer poſting ro Damaſcus upon Sewts 
bloody errand: Will you not out of your own months be 
condemned before him that cannor erre in j ent> Do 
ye fulfill, or violate , chat Royal Law of Chriſt written in 
your hearts, To de auto others, as you-wouldthey ſhould ds nnto 
yon? Are you not” as notable” Hereaticks in the efteem of 
thoſe whoſe blood you rhirlt aſter, as __ in yours ? and 
would you efleem ir juſt that (were ' the: power in their 
hands) they ſhould mere the ſame meaſure wrrogonp If you 
hall deſpiſe it as mine, yer accept of ir as the counſel of G 4- 
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waliel, thar ſober Pharsſce,” Taks heed to your ſelves, what ye 
intend to do, ' as touching the innocent whom ye now fierely pwr- 
ſue,leſt baply ye be found even to fight againſtGod, If it whe: { wel 
rer for him chat ſhall offend one of Chriſts litele ones,that a mill- 
ſtone were h:nged about bus neck, and he drowned in the depth of 
the Sea, where then will you appear in that great. and notable 
day of the Lord,who do nor only offend, but do offer all man- 
ner of violence and craelty ( to the urmoſt extent of your 
power ) againlt rhoſe, of whom you dare nor ſay but: they 
may-be of the number of Chrifts little ones, -Beanot too fu- 
ious,le(t in your rage you ask Barabbas , and cauſe Jeſus to 
delivered over tobe orucifjed, Andalthough in your- heat 
you may be content (upon confidence that he is .a deceiver) 
to take his blood upon the heads of your {elves , and your 
children: yer know, that it will prove (as to the Jews of 
01d) a burthen too heavy for you t9 bear, 

' Fear the Lord theretore, O-ye Sh heards, and ceaſe to 
fight againſt the Lamb, tor vo weapon formed againſt him ſhall 
pr ofper :- Caſt off all your coverings that are not of the Spirit 
of the Lord: Say not within your ſelves, we are Preachers of 
Chriſts name ; tor the Scribes and Phariſees preached the 
Prophets, and yer did ſhed the blood of Chriſt, of whom the 
ſame Prophets teſtified and fore-told : Boaſt nor your ſelves 
in that wiſdome which you have ſcraped cogether at the feer 


of Gamaliel: for as that wiſdome {hall never comprehend 


the myſteries of the Kingdome ; fo likewiſe rememver that 
Saul (who in learning and — was inferior tonone 
of you) was nor only fark ignorant, bur alſo with his lears- 
ing fought againſt Heaven, and thought he had done accepra- 
- (ervige unto God, in waſhing his hands in the blood of 
SOR, bu . 

now what iS it in all the world, that I (who. am bes 
come your enemy, becauſe Itell you the truth ) do wiſh 
unto you Teachers even this, that the gratious God would 
grant you to witneſs the ſame change that Sas/ did ; that the 
tame hand of love that fr#ck him to the earth, would like- 
wiſe bring you down from all your high thoughts, and lofty 
1maginations,to ſtoop to the Teachings of rhat Jeſus whom 
you now prſeence » that ye may cometo witnels all the wiſ- 
deve of this worid 19 be fooliſhneſs with God, and may be con- 
| tent 


rent to become fools that ye may be wiſe, that you may cry ont 
' (from the ſame root of life) with the ſame Sanl, Lord what 
wouldſt thou have w,;t0;do } That you may (not in words one- 
ly, but in cruth) come to witreſs all your excellency 
.but loſs, and your glory but as = , for the excellency of 

the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt: And tinally, that you may be 
made able to comprehend with all Saints, what ts the breadth , 
and length, and | thr you height, and to know the love of Chriſt 
that paſſeth knowledge. All which are the hearts defizes-of 


A cordial Lover of all your ſoutes , 
and 4 (ervant of that Jeſus who 
witneſſed 4 good confeſſion be- 
fore Pontins Pilate, 


T HO: SPEED. 


FotheRE ADER. 


READER, 


Hou majeſt underfland, that 1 writ @ former Let-* 

ier to ny Antagoniſt , in anſwer toone ſent me by 

him z from whence he raiſed reperts touching me, 
which were bothuatrue, and ſcandalow :; For which cauſe 
it is prencipally, that 1 have cauſed this Reply to come to 
the Preſs; that ſo all that will may read, and they that fear 
the Lord may judge betwixt us. Both his, and my formers 
I would have Printed with this, but that this would there- 
ly haveencreaſed to zoo great a bulk ; which weuld have 
cauſed ut to be untothee both more tedious to read, and coſtly 
to purchaſe, Read with a ſingle eye: Prove ail things, 
hald faſt that which is good, | 


Farewell. 
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eA brief and plain "Reply, mto 

-- certain Papers recerved from 
Wlliam Thomas .( called ) 
crops ap of the Goſpel at Bb- 
ey. 


SIR, 


” Have received your Papers, bearing date Afay 25.which 
- are Rufft wich much wrath, and more confuhon, Plain 
dealing, I perceive 1s a great ({Iranger with you; tor chat 
= you give it ſuch coorſe entertainment when it cometh 
within your doors: So accufiomed-are youto the cap and 
the knee, to greeting in the Markgt-place, and to be called by 
men Rabbi; that he is preſently become your enemy , 'who 
dyrit (withour a ——— tell you the. naked truth : 
Suck \mooth things as you Prophehe to the, People, you ex- 
pe from others, but to have a Lie,Deceir,or Hypocriſee, cal- 
led byrtheir proper naines, multbe at leal rayling and revi- 
king, But (be you-pleaſed, or be you more angry ) I mult 
yet deal more plainly with you ; forterrible is the Lord to 
al Aatterers , and ſuchas ſpeak deceirfully to their Neigh- 
urs: 
And firſt I ſhall begin with the Proem to your Pa- 
ers. 

W F: Iam forrychat what others will think good coun» 
ſell, hath been fo11l beſtowed on you, whey you-have. got 
more piety and humility, you vill have other thoughts ;, and 
when you have recovered your civility, you will yrite-ocher - 
Lerters, | 

T, £, That coun(:1! that direeth my minde towards the . 
rrue Counſe!lour (thouzh from, the lips of my man-ſervant,- 

or my ma'd-ſervant) 1dare nor deſpiſe + but coun'ell againit 
cruch ('under the affrighting notion-o: error?) T eſteem = 
| | 200 
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eood, Piecty, Humility,and Ciolly, It ſeems I have loſt : Bur 
why? Becauſe I did not {wallow down what you firſt writ 
me, as #nqueſtionable Oracles of Heaven; buc pro what 
you ſent me bythe Scriptures ot Truch,& from chem bore my 
Teſtimony again? your deceit, This is no Judging from" you, 
preſently ro conclude that man a Bruce ( tor fo he is- char 
hath lolip:ey, hamility, and civ.1ity) thac doth nor preſently 
bow down. anid.cry. Hoſawsa £o, the. mucable directions ot 
che Pwepit, © © . | 

.T, Iconfeſs Ihaye been ſomething putco itto deter» 
mine,whether I ſhould ſay any thing to you or no, 

T.s. Truly, as good you had {aid norhing, as ro no pur- 
pole : neither were you more put to it,then 1 have been,whac 
to make my reply to, in your laſt Papers; ſo full are they ot 

confuſion, falſhoods, contrad:ftions, impertiences, and groſs ab- 
ſardities, as herein after will be made manifeſt to any that 
are ſober-minded: And had I not received them figned 
with your name, I ſhould rather have judged chem compi- 
led by ſorhe 01d ſuperſtitious Epiſcopal Prieſt, then by one 
chat profeſſerh himſelf a Minilier ot the Goſpel, and an emi- 
nent Doctor of the Times, | 

FW. T. 1ſhall ſay fomerhing to che marter of your Letter, 
che rather becauſe in ſome parrs of ir you pretend o reaſon; 
though much of-it be tufft with that clamor, which is the 
charader of rhat company with which you cloſe. 

T.S. To tell a Clergy-man of his wickedneſs in plainneſs 
of ſpeech,is clamor : Were not 1ſaiah, Jeremiah, Exckjel and 
Micha, clamorous fellows, thar durſt cry ou againſt the abo- 
minations of the any ir m1 and wicked Prieſts of their 
crimes > Tf this be ſuch a black character that renderech my 
Companions unloyely in your eyes, I ſhall yer choſe cho'e 
who are more unlovely. As the fear of God, and working of 
righteouſneſs are the charaRters of ſuch whom he accepteth, (© 
are they of thoſe with whom I cloſe : Bur as for thoſe rhar 
cry the Temple of the Lordthe bus wp of the Lord, and yet have 


their hands full of unrighteouſneſs, that preach to others the 
c_ thar themſelves concradi& in their praiſe, with ſuch 
1 delve to hayeng fgllowſhip, | 
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W.T. In defence of whom you bring che examples of 
Moſes and Exek.el, but though tach men quaked occaſio- 
nally now and then (as Gods ſervants (till do) yer-you do 
nor hinde that they received a denomination trom it, or 
made a trade of it. 

_ T.S, I brouzhrt nothing in defence of thoſe whom you 
intend; I onely quoted my own practice, andthe realon of 
at, v.z, that I did clofe which ſuch as (from a principle of ho- 
ly tear) did iremble before the great God of Heaven and 
Earth; ſuch as were Moſes, Ezekjcl,and other holy men of 
God mentioned in Scripture, And was this that which nee- 
ded a defence? Are you lo hercean Antagonitt again tuch 
as tremble at the word of the Lord (as Moſes and Ezekiel 


did) that they need be defend:d againit your rage > I doubt + 


not but if Moſer and Ezekiel were now living, they would 
tinde the ſame meaſure at your hands, as they didat the 
hands of che taiſe Prophets of oid ; fince they that walk in 
their teps, need a defence again(t your fury, Ir ſufficerh for 
me that you grant che thing charT intended, viz, That the 
ſervants of God of old did, and ill occafionally do,quaks 
and tremble before the Lord. Bur you ſay,they received no De- 
nomination from it, nor made 4 Trade w] it, 

T. S. Did 1 ever aflerr either of thele things > if not, 
whom do you contradict > To what end do you produce ſuch 
Piriful (tutte as this > For my parr, I cannoc imagine what 
ou couldintend byit, unleis ic were to fill up paper, and 

eep your pen in action, What would you concluce thence > 
unleſs you would reaſon thus, Becauſe oy drew now trem- 
ble at the word of the Lord, as Moſes and Ezekjel did, are by 
the world in (corn called Qzakers: rhereiore trembling ac 
the word of theLecdis a haretull thing. Becauſe we read, 
chat the Diſciples trom their faith in Chrift, and profeffion 
of his name received the denomination. of Chriftians, can 
that be brought as an argument againit faith in Chriſt, and a 
ſerious | Acer of his name? Andas for making 4 Trade 
of trembling, or quaking, I never mentioned any tuch thing; 
neicher do 1 undertiand what you incend by this impertt+ 
\ nency of ſpeech, unleſs to reproach thoſerthart daily walk 
low inthe fear of the Lord ; and it fo, I ſay co you, Let the 
ſcorner cea'e to (corn)zleft Ms dreadfull day of the Lord m_ 
| take 
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take him unawates, and give him his portion with ſcorners 
in the lake that burneth with fire and brimſtone, Sure I am, 
that you never read that the holy men of God of old, made 
a Trade of Preaching, as you and other men do, who (jult as 
the handicraits-man makerh his wares, and expoth them 
co ſale in the Market, fo you) do compile your Sermons, ga- 
thering a ſhredout of one Author, and a ſhred our of ano- 
ther, and chereunto add your owninventions, and then ſell 
them! unto the people for money, fome for one hnndred, 
ſome for two hundred, others for three hundred pound per 
annnm, according as you can make your Market, 

So much, of the Proem to your Papers : Now ro your rea- 
ſonings, and arguings. 

And firſt you begin with the Scriptnres ; quoting this as 
one of rhe drefteble Dottr ines of thoſe,called Ouakers, That 


they ſay that the Seriptures are not the Saints rule.contrary,you 
ſay, ro theſe Scriptures, Gal.6.16, James1,8, Dent,5.32,33. 
2 Pet, 1.19, to which, you ſay, I make anſwer, that no Scrip- 
ere thar I remember ſaith ſo, in terminis, audeherefore its a 


falſe charge, 

T.S.' T hat which Tfaid, was, That IT did nor finde the 
Sctipturez in terminss, fo called, in either of thoſe you quo- 
red; and therefore you charged chem falſly, in faying they 
reje& the Scripthres,. becauſe they deny rhat which the 
Scriptures never faid,. In which I fatd eruth ; for he that char- 
geth another man with the denyall of Scripture, becauſe he 
denyeth that which the Scriptures no where ſaith, T ſay he 
chargerh him falſly, Now let any man of a fober underſtand- 
ivg, judee whether any of thote Scriptures you produce,do 
ſpeak any fach thing as you would have themto ſpeak , and 
conſequently, whether you are not found bearing falſe wit» 
neſs, of which yo accufe others, 

Bur you reply chree things to falve this miſtake, 

- F.T, That is Scriptnre which is neceflarily deduced from - 
ir, thovgh ir be nor in ſo many words. containedin it ; to 
prove which you produce the example of Chrift, who p_ 
vedthe Refurre&ion of the dead from that Scripture, / am 
the God of Abraham, of Iſaac, and of Jacob. 

+ T.S. So then you grant the —_ that I ſaid, viz. that the 
Scriptmres in W dds not ſay any ſuch thing,and therefore er 
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[F] 
: from the expres Scripture, to your own confequen- 
o—_ py (Hh ke eich - make the lame thifr, 
when the Scripture will hot belp you any longer, by which 
ro patronizeall your milcatriages, and deviations from the 
cruth., Here is the retuge, that all the #/zude guides of 'the 
Nation make to themiclves:; when as they are driven by 
lain Scripture trom their tirong holds , and cannor. ttand 
fore that which they pretend to be their rule, they fly co 
cheir own meanings and interpretitions ; and who to dares 
not own'them tor infallible rules, are preſently ſentenced 
co be Herericks, and deceivers, and denyers ot Scripture. 
' Bur will you indeed (tand to what you have ſaid, viz: that 
that is Scripture, which i neceſſarily deduced from it, though it 
be not in ſo many words contained 1n it > Then let me ask you, 
and many othets inthis Nation, who have been Teachers 
jome ten,\ome tiventy, ſome thirty years ; were thoſe things 
that you have taughc ſo many years together, neceſlarily de- 
_ duced from Scriptures 2 If nor, then by your own confeſſion; 
you have taught falſhood : it they were, then all thar you 
have ſo tauphc is intallible ; for you ſay ir is Scripfure, and 
the Scripture is infallible. And dare you ſay that what hath 
been ſo preached by chem and you, for thele twenty years 
paſt, hath been infallible > why do you not then adjoyn all 
your Sermons to the $cripture ; for, if neceſlarily deduced 
rhence, they are Scripture, and a part of the Sainrs rule : Bur 
what a ſad condition would many poor ſouls: be in, whoſe 
{mall eſtares would not amount to the purchaſe of a Bible 3 
ſo voluminous would ir be, 'by. that time all the neceflary 
deductions that you and others have made from the _ 
cure theſe many years paſt, were added to it : rhey muſt fir 
down in deſpair, of ever obtaining that which 1s rheir Rule ; 
andif they could; what have they bur a pack of confuſions 
and concradiQtions, 
And whereas you quote Chriſt his proving the ReſurreQti- 
on of the dead, &c, | 
T.S. I anſwer, that what Chriſt ſpake was infalible, he 
neicher did nor could errein what he ſaid; and were you 
as infallible in thoſe meanings and interpretations which 
you force upon the ph we as he wasin whar he ſpake 
2 rom . 
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from the ſpirit of rhe Lord, 1ſhould readily cloſe with the 
as the Oracle: of God; bur ri! then, rhink it net much, that I 
imbrace his interpretations,-and diſown-yours, But how 
long will you ceal thus fraudulently with the world, in cry- 
ing out again ſuch as deny your meanings, as if they deny- 
ed the ſcriptures, and yer dare not ſay you are- infallible 1n 
che meanings you give of them > Eirher ſay to the people 
plainly,that you are wfallible (if you ſoeſieem your (elves) 
that ſo they may minde {o great a concernment of their 
ſouls, as is the receiving of your dedsfions from Scripture for 
true Dodtrine, nay tor Scripture itfelfe ; orelſe ſay you are 
(whar indeed you are ſufficiently) falible, that lo they may 
rake libery of proving both your actions, and your Doctrine, 
and not be damned as Hererticks, if they condemn that in 
you, which the Scripture s of truth do condemn, Suffer 
therefore them that muſt die for themſelves, and account to 
the Lord for themſelves ; to interpret tor themſelves, and 
believe for themſelves ; and nottell them they muſt credit 
your dedutions from Scripture, as the Scripture it ſelfe : 
when as you that call your {elves Divines, do lo much diſa- 
gree in your own deductions, Take fix of you that efleem 
your ſelves the moſt able DoRtors, and, a portion of Scrip- - 
ture being given you to interpret , ſhut your ſelves up in fix 
ſeverall rooms, and aſter ſometime, give your interpretatt- 
ons thereof, to one that ſhall receive them from each of you 
aparr from the reſt, and perhaps not two of the fix ſhall a- 
oree in the ſame interpretation : and would = have poor 
people adventure their ſouls on the trurh of ſuch mens de- 
duftions from Scripture, who dwellin ſuch vaſt confuſi- 
on, and difference, in their deduQions, 

Next, you urge that Scripture, Dew. 5.32, 33. ( viz.) 
Tow ſhall not turn aſide to the right handor totheleft, 

T.S. And dorh this Scripture ſay, thar the Scripture is 
rhe Saints rule > or can you without bluſhing produce it to 
prove any ſuch thing > Could Aeſes intend 24 in relation 
to the: Scripture, the, greateſt part: of which was not then 
written? was all, or any of thoſe things that were aid, and 
cone, by the Prophets, Jeſu Chriſt, and the ſeverall Apoſtles, 
then recorded?- if not, what a manifeſt wreſtling is ir of 
Moſes words, to ſay, that by them, he meant , that which 


Was not WIitten, t1ll ſeyerall hundreds of years after > un- 
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[2] 
leſſe you exclude all the Prophecies,the ſayings of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the Epiitles of the felt.) Apoſtles js Nu part [4 
the Rule: which I ſuppote you dare nor do, in word, though 
you do 1n a great mealure in your prattice.. 

W.T, Add here unto that Gal, 6, 16, the word rule 
( ny 15 expretied, 

S, T. Becauſe che word [rule] is expreſſed in Pauls Epi- 
ftle to the Galathians, theretore the Scripture is the Sanus 
rule > Is this rea{oning like to ſuch as ſhould come from a 
Minitter of tha Gojpe! > May nor a heathen Philotopher 
realon as Logically thus, the word x«rsr '( Arnglice a Rule) 
is uſed in Ar:ftetles politicks, theretore Ar:ſtotles politicks 
ate the Saints rule? If you did indeed live by tharrule the 
Apolile there (peaketh of , ( viz, ) che new creature, you 
would not write and a fo irregularly. as you do, 

WT. Saints mult walk by ene rule or another; I ask 
then, Whar rule is there,it Scripture be not the rule, &s.. 

T.S, I know no nei rue, nor own none bur the lame 
char Abel, Enoch, Noab, Abraham, Moſes, David, Taul,and 
the relt of the:ho!y. men of CGod.wa ked by; to which 1 
much fear, you are a great ſtranger, tor if the tree may be © 
known by ics truir, your fruicsdeclare a great deal of igno- 
rance thzr:of, And by the fame touchſtone that rho!e holy. 
men proved the light they wi.ked by, whether ic were of 
Godor no, the {fame and no other do I on fill, 

Next,you {pendrime in raking exceptions againſt a word 
inſerted ina Querie I put you, which was this. 

Becau'e they deny them tobe the Saints rule, doth ir fo!-- 
low they whol!y re;e&rhem? To which, you anſwer. . 

- W.T, Thar (wholly) was not my word, it's of your own. 
putting in, and therefore if yon do nor like ir, you mnt 
rhank your ſelf, Thar that I1atd, was, that the Quakers in 
thisand their other Doc&trins. though they do nor proteſſed- 
ly rejet the Scriptures, yet realiy they do, 

T. 5. I didnorſfay, It was your word, I only put it ina 
queſtion ro you: And theretore by way of jnſt recortion I 
may (ay to you, you have made work for your ſelf, and pleaſe. 
Jour ſelf with deſcantix g upon it when you have done ; yer \et 
any {ober underſtanding jndze,. whethe! your ſpeech. can 
intend any lefſe then 1 asked you.; for when you fay indett-- 


nitely they reje& the Scriptures { not quoting any particu” 
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lars) wherher can it be any ocher way taken, but that, oy 
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throw them off in generall : Befides, that. you did inte 


| theirrejeRion of the whole Scripture, I prove thus, The 


Scripture as the Saints r#le you lay they rejze& : now whether 
is a part of Scripture, .or the mbole, the Saincs r#/c? It the 
whole Scripture be the Saints r#le , andyon 20 about. co. 
prove they rejet the Scripture, becauſe they deny ic to be 
che Saints r#le ; then nothing more plain then this,that they 
rezet che whole Scripture. However we vill take your own 
words with your own interpretations, by which you give 
us to underſtand, That they whom you call Quakers do nor 
reze& the Scripture in Fenerall, Bur foraſmuch as you granc 
that they do not reje& the whole Scripture, and yet have nor 
mentioned any one patticular Scripture, they do reject ; 
untill you charge them with particulars, I ſhall cake your in- 
definite charge for no other vhen a ſlander. | 

You proceed from this to charge me with cenſwring , be- 

cauſe I do affirm that they do deny the Scripture, who 
fay in word, Ir is the Saints rule , and yer they them- 
ſelves deny it tobe their own rule, by violating it in 
their practice, 

T.S. If fpeaking plain truth without complement , or 
fattery be cenſ#ring, I ſhall Rudy to be more a cenſwrer, 
And whereas you take your ſelf as concerned in that which 
you call my cenſure, as refleCting in particular on yon, ( it 
ſeemeth there is ſomething in your-conſcience cryeth guilty) 
you took my words as they were intended ; neicher would 
1t bean unjuſt cenſure , but a frrue charge, it I repeat what 
Iſaid in my laſt (Y;z.) That white you talk much in word, 
of the Scriptures being your rule , you, diſown and 
deny them by your practice, in doing .many things, for. 
which you haveno rule in them at all, And let me lay far- 
cher, thar yon that pretend your ſelves Miniflers in the Na- 
tion, crying The Scriptures, the Scriptmres, do, of all men, 
moſt abuſe them, by ſerving your luſts upon them, Where 

on have no Plea for your Covetowſneſſe, Pride, and Forma- 
iy ; there you wreſt the Scriprures to plead for you put- 
tine ſuch Interpretations on them as will beſt ſerve to Pa- 


. ronize your luſts ; andwhere they do condemn you, or 


croſle you in your wickednefſe, there you Rive to w_ 
the 


[9] 
the' Aroke of them, either by flexcing them or fatherine ' 
Your corrupt meanings upon them. 

And that you and all that ſhallperuſe this my Reply), 
may ſee that I do neither paſſionately, nor groundleſly, bur 
juſtly impreach you of playing faft and looſe with the Sc:ip- 
ure, I ſhall particularly ican your anſwer totwoQuenies I 
putt co you : the firſt was this, 

T. S. By what rule in Scripture do you ( pretending to 
bea Miniſter-of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chri(t) receive Tithes 
for preaching > | 

WT. Faithfull Miniſters neither preach for Tirhes, bur 

for ſoules ; neither do they rake Tithes for preaching , 
as-if that were a fit exchange, or asif they would leave 
preachine, if that were not. 

T.S, The plain Engliſh of your Anſwer, is, That you 
have no rwle in Scripture by which you take Tirhes, Will 
any, fave thoſe whom the Lord hath given vp to believe 
lyes, any longer credit you, when you ſhall avouch the 
Scripture to be your Rwle in words, and yet being asked 
whas yw/e you have for your _—_ you can quote none. 
Wonld you be eſteemed ſuch a valiant Champion, in be- 
ha}f of the Scripture, and yet do that, for which no r#/e is to 
be-fonnd therein > Is this leſſe rhen plain hypocriſy, to. go 
into your Pulpit ( where all men lye at the mercy of your 
bicrer rongne) and there powre out damnation on thoſe 
that deny that the Scripture ſaith, It is the Saints r#/e, and 
yer your fel in pratice difown ir for your r#/e> Bur lince 
you wave the Scriptwre, as that which cannot ſpeak for ou , 
we ſhall a little examine what it is, that you have ro ſpeak 
for your ſelf, | : 

"Re Miniſters, you ſay, do not preach for Tithes , but 

or ſowler, 

T. S, Then from your own lips I may conclude That 
they that do preach for Tithes , ate not faithfull Miniſters ; 
and how few are there of thoſe many you make mention of 
in the Nation, which can eſcape this ſentence > A Father 

utterh his Son to the {Kniverſity for ſome certain years, tO 
earn the Trade of Serm#x-making and when he comerh 
rhence, what is the firſt thing in the eye of the Father and 
Son ? why this, Where is the beſt yacancLiying) the richeſt 


ther, 


[re 


Renefi:e to be had>When that is found out;then the'youngD;- 


vine mu{t come and give the people a Sermon as a iample of 
that ware he intendech co Sell them when he is ſerled.' The 


people they like not either his perſon ot his wares, & reuſe 


to trade with him>Away goech tather and ſon, haltento ſome 
Commitee or Superior power, and there by bowing and 
fair Speeches, and by the helpe of ſome old Practitioners 1n 
char art, they gain that by -power which they could nor ob- 
rain by th: peoples conient. Being oncein , rowork he 
g£0Ccs, torthe Tithes of all their gaine, cattle, garden: fruits, 
and for ſmokg-pernies, ſurnmoning ſuch as retuſe ro fatisfie 
his covereous appetite, before Magiltrares; ſuing others ar 
'the Law, recovering of them treble dammages , caſting 
them into Priſon in caſe of non-paiment: and is this 
preaching ſor T:thes or for ſoules > If tor fouls, furely ir is on- 
ly co lead them down into the pit, by ſuch wicked ways x 


as the'e, and to-make them ſeven fold more the Children of the 


Devill then they. were before : Behdes this, how few are there 
of you, that call your (e'ves Minilter3,that are not as ready to 
chop and change your Livings, as men are their cattle for 
outward advanrage 2 If any man dye poſſeſſed of a rich Parſo- 
wage, how many ot you have preiencly a Call ro1t, eſpecial- 
ly if there be more plenty of Tiches,and more acres of Glebe- 
land, than in your own Pariſh > then dayes of faſting and 
humi/1ations mult be kept, pretending ro ſeek God Cami 
who hath che clearelt ca/l, and though you are all reſolved 
in your-hearts before hand to get ir if you can, yer the name 
of God andrhe prayers of ſome well-meaning people muſt 
be made nſe of byevery one of you, as a #oke, leaſt your 
deceit ſhou'd be too plainly diſcovered, Iknow you will 
call this Clamor, becau'e I ſpeak plain trath ; bur for all 
that, I ſhall nor jpare to cell you, that it is damnable hy- 
pocritie tor a man to reſo! ve firti to remove from a mean to 
a rich Benefice, and then {eem to conſult with the Oracle 
wherher he ſha}! remove or no. I ſhall not poſitively charge 
you in particular with triding of this nature, bur 1t report 
be nor an eeregions liar, you did ffrennoufly endeavour to 
ſhew your le f a fairhfnl 1 Miniſter, by your Preaching rather 
art 'Wells for Tithes , then at Kbley'for foules, You ay far- 


W.T. 


BY 
FF, T, Neither do they rake Tithes for preaching ,/ as if 
that were a fit exchange,or as if they would leave Prea> 
chtng,it chat were nor, | 
T. S. They take nor Tithes for doing nothing, and:1s nor 
Preaching the conkideration tor which they take chem? Then 
either confels plainly , that morethen tour parts of five of 
thoſe ealled Miniſters are #nfi:hful, becauſe they take Tithzs 
for Preaching, or elſe rake thame to your ſelf for aſſerting a 


ching ſo notoriouſly untrue, That they take mot Tribes for: 


Preaching, when as,well nigh all the Pariſhes in Exgland are 
witnefles ayainit you, But in that you judge Tithes #0 fit ex- 
change for Si Preaching , 1fay the ſame, tor that they are 
Juſt to much more then they deſerve, And whereas you ſay 
they would not leave Preaching if Tithes were not , Ipreſume, 


_ — > -— rao a 


there are ſcarce two, among twothouſand, through the - 


who'e Nation. of your Opimionin thar, fave only thole that 
are themſelves Tithe-gatherers, How tew are thereof the 
Teachers of the Nation that will ſettle themſelves in any 
Pariſh, unrcill they have made firm Indertwre; for their hire 7 
Is not, what will you aſſure me of, by the year ,rhe firſt queſtion 
thar is propounded > Beſides, is there anything more. uſuall 
then co remore from that place where Tithes, Augmentati- 
ons, or ſome equivalent Maintenance ceaſeth > Bur, above 
all,vho is he among you that will in conſcience betake him- 
ſeltto a poor Pariſh to preach for ſoules, where there are no 
Tithes,nor other yearly ſtipend to be had? And what ſhould 
be the reaſon that among all the ſiruglings thatare among 
you Teachers for ſeverall places, you are never found to 
firive who ſhall come into a Pariſh where you can expect no 
mony > Neither have lever heard that any man pretended 
a Call ro a'people, who through meaneſs of eftate,could give 
him bur a mean, or no reward. So thar, it 1s more then pro- 
bable , that that vote which ſhall ever throw down T ithes , 
will ftrike well nigh as many in this Nation dumb, as Sangp- 
ſon did of the Philiſtims firike dead, by removing the pillars 
of the hou'e of Dagon their Ged, 
WT, Miniſters take Tithes becauſe,that,tor the preſent, is 
the maintenance allotted them , which they may 
- juſtly claim,and lawfully take, 


D 
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T.S. But by whom are m—— them > not by Feſns 
Chriſt whom they pretend to be their Lurd; and therefore 
rhey ought nor to take them, much leſs can they juſtly clarm 
them : neither do.the Scriptures you bring, at all give coun- 
renance to them that do wickedly extore ſrom the (people 
Tithes for their maintenance: You do not readthat Paxl 
forced amaintenance trom any, nor that he draggedany be- 
fore Courts of Juſtice, and Commitees, or took any poor men 
by the throats, who had great Families to maintatn, threat- 
ning them with bonds, if chey would not give them the 
renth part of all their Jabours, Letall that tear the Lord 
judge whether you are not condemned out of your own 
mouth, when as you ſay, in word,The Scriptureis your rule, 
and yer thustramp!e it under foot by your practice. 

T. S,, Whether he that receiveth Tithes tor Preaching, do 
nor deny Chrift to be come inthe fleſh, 

W, T. When you prove that the taking a maintenance 

from rhe truits of the Earth, in chat proportion, was 
a ſhadow whereot Chriſt was the body, you (ay 
{omething, &c, 

T.S. Your impertinent Anſwer doth intimate , that 1 
have ſaid ſomething more already in my Query, then you 
know well what to1ay to; otherwiſe, I preſume you woula 
nor ſo ſhamefully wave ir, This I dofay, which is according 
tothe Scriptures of Truth, That the Lord of old appointed 
Tithes as an inher;tance ta the Prieſts and Levites, for their 
ſervice in the Tabernacle, and the Temple ; which being con- 
{idered, Jer me ask you three things, 

1, Qu: Whether Chrift was not the end of the Leviticall 

Prieſt-hood > 
' 2, Qu: Whether hethat upholdeth that which was to have 
| an end 'n Chriſt, deth not deny Chriſt to be comne in . 
the fleſh, and conſequently is Antichriſt ? 
" 3. Qu : Whether theythat claim the maintenance appointed 

: particularly to the Prieſts and Levites ought not to 

do their work. ( Viz, )) Prepare the Sacrifices, ſlay. 

Oxen, Sheep, Goats, &C._ 
Therefore do you and your bretheren, either own the name 
of Jewiſh Prieſts, and do their ſervice,and in(trut the people 
in- 
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in the Jewiſh Riter aud Ceremonies, or elſe ſor ever quirclaim' 


co their maintenance, | 
T.S. Thus much of your Anſwer to my firſt Query, My 
ſecond was this, By what Rale, in Scriptwre,do you S orinkle In- 
ants, and call it au Ordinance of Jeſus Chriit, who never com- 
manded any ſuch thing , nor was it ever prattiſed by any of the 
Saints after him > 
W.T. Inquire again whether you never heard of any Saint, 
{:nce Chritt, that Sprinkled Infants # 

T.S, Doth this ridiculous quibble deferye the name of (o 
ſober an Anſwer as ſhould proceed our of the lips of one chat 
elteemeth himſelf a grave Divine? Was I nor demanding of 
you a Rule in Scripewre,grounded on theCommand of Chriſt, 
or thepractice of che Sans there, tor fprinkling of Infancs > 
And could you Imagin= that I intended the practice of any 
without the Script arewhen that onely was ſpoken of > What 
weight 1s there in what you ſay? Or co what purpoſe did you 


produce this ſenſleſs Inquiry > tmlefle you intended it, ro # 


prove, that we may practiſe any thing thar 1s brought ro us 
by Tradition, though we can ſhew no Rule in Scriptere for 
ic, either from Chriltts Command, oc the Saints pra- 
ctice, | 

w,T, Chriilt,by the Apoſtle Pal, commandeth to render 

to all their dues, Rom, 13, 7. 
Bur Baptiſm is an Intants due, 
Ergo. 

T. $, And 1s this your Rule, in Scripture, by which you 
ſprinkle Infants,and call it an Ordinance of Jeſus Chit > Do 
not call it railingyif I ask you whether that Scripture be nor 
fulfilled acthis day, /ſ2.44-25. which ſaith,7T he Loyd maketh 
the Diviners mad, and turneth the wiſe men backward,and ma- 
keth their knowledge fooliſh, Conſider ſeriouſly, whether you 
have not manitelted the darkneſs of your mind to all the 
Children of lighr, robe even like that of egypt» which 
might be fel:,If the Lord had nor ſmitten you with blindneſs 
of heart,could you ever produce that Scripture as your Rule 
for ſprinkling of Infants > Will this be a {ufficient Plea for 
you to produce for your praRice, in the day that Jeſus Chriſt 
ſhall ask you, Who required thoſe things at your hands > It this 
be all you fay, you will never be able to eſcape that Wo 
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which is on them that reach and praftiſe for Doftrines 
the traditions of men, | 
' Burro your Arguments ; and here I muſt confeſs my ſelf 
non-pluſt, for that there is ſuch a heap of confuſions, incon- 
eruities,and illogical Concluſions,that I know not where to 
begin, orwherero end, | | 
W.T. We ought to renderto all their dues; Ergo, In- 
fants oughe to be baptized, 
 T.S. Was it ever heard,or did it ever enter into the heart 
of any ſober-minded man to conceive, that Paul intended 
the 7. Verſe of the 13. Chapter to the Romans, to prove the 
ſprinkling of Infants faces with water, to be an Ordinance of 
Jeſus Chriſt > For ſhame, forbear thus ro abuſe and bely rhe 
Scripture , wreſting it- to the patronizing of your fond and 
unwarrantable practices. 
Your Argument runneth thus : 
If we onght to rexder to all their dues, Cuſtome ts whom Cu- 
ſtome &c.Then Infants ought ts be baptized, 
But = ought to render to all their dues, 
YO, 
} Which FR. amounteth to as much as this,Children 
ovghr to be baptized , becauſe they ought to be baptized, 
| Andthis1s your Scripturegby which you throw water on the 
faces of Infants,and call it an Ordinance of Jeſus Chriſt, 
| Youſaidbefore, That neceſſary deduttions from Scripture 
are Scripture, and conſequently this d2duttion of yours is 0 
Scripture, When the letter of Scripture is againſt you, in any 
of your wif worſhips, then you friveto avoid the (troak of it , 
by envin your own imaginations for an Interpretation ; and 
wherethe Scripture is filent,there youmake it to ſpeak what 
will ſerve your own turns ; andallthe while cry out againſt 
ſuch as own the Scripture ( but diſown your corrupt 1nter- 
prerations of it) as Hereticks, Ler me tell you, the Lord is 
now diſcovering the deceit and hypocrifie of all ſuch a4 ſay 
they ſpeak. the word of the Lord, when he hath: nor ſpoken to 
them,and of all thoſe bl:nd guides that, have for many yeares 
cauſed the peopletoerre, | 
- Youproceed to prove Bapriſm to be an Infants due , bur 
you attempt it by a heap of (ſuch lame, confounded Argu- 
ments, thar there is neither -Oider,- nor Reaſonro be found 
in them | Firtt, 


- 
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Firſt, you hagin wick Tohins indefinitely, and do endeavour 


ro prove that they ought to be ſprinkled ; then you change 
that tearm, and pur in the Infant of a Believing Parent ; and 
ſo, as yon lit, you fill up your Arguments with ſuch uffe as 
you ule to. bring forth te- your people : whether ſuch lan» 
ouage as the Scripture knowerh or not, I perceive, js all one 
co you, 

iv, T. The Infant of a believing Parent isa holy Child as 

{ſoon as it 15 born, 

T.S. Pawl faith, That he, with others, were by nature the 
Children of wrath, Ephe\.2.3. But he that 1s holy is no child 
of wrath, and con!equently no Believer's Intant is born a 
Child of wrath.Chriſt ſaith, That which « born of the fleſh, us 


fleſh : You ſay, that which is born of rhe fleſh,is holy : your 
.proot is, I Cor,7.14. 


| To whichylI anſwer,It the holjnefz there mentioned be the 
foundation on which you build the ſprinkling of Infants fa- 
ces, andcall it Baptiſm, then may a declared #»believer be 
baptized alſo ; for the ſame holineis that the Child had, the 
unbeliving Parent had; for the ſame Greek, word that is uled 
for ſ«nttifying the unbeiieving Parent, is uled for the holineſs 
of the Child ; which you might have conGdered beforeyou 
had fo raſhly afſerced the _—_ chere ſpoken of to be a ſufe 
ficient ground tor Infant-baptiſm. And will you ſay, that the 
declared unbelieving Parent hada right ro baptiſm , being 
holy wich the ſame ſanfification the Child had > Therefore , 
either grant that the holineſs there ſpoken of, doth not ren- 
der the Child capable of baptiſm; or elſe do not barbarouſly 
with-hold the ſame from the #nbelieving Parent, who might 
juſtly claim the ſame privileage (as you call it) by virtue of the 
fame holineſs, 
| You go on, and call Baptiſm-— 

».T. That mark by which Gods people are outwardly di- 
{tinguiſhed from Heathens; and the initiating Seal 
of the Covenant, which declareth the Infant to be 
one of Gods, and ſolemnly putterh him into che 

 _ number of Gods people, 

T.S. Many that are Drunkards, Swearers, and Whore- 
maſters, and profeſſed Enenves of the Lord, have received 
rhis mark;and call you theſe Gods people 2 If io, who are the 
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Heathen,chey are diſtinguiſhed from by this mark? Ts a drun- 
ken,lwearing, covetous, prophane Engiiſh-man,by this mark 
diftinguiſhed( as one ot the people ot God) froma drunken, 
ſwearing, covetous, prophane /ndian in. America, as a Hea- 
then > Dare you rank all the wicked of che Land (who are the 
people ofthe Curſe, and who are, by expreſs Scripture, ſhut 
out trom the kingdome «sf God ) among the number of Gods 
_ people > This is the fapleis chaite wich which you feed' your 
poor blind peop'e ; who, it ;eemeth, do {eldome ſeriouſly 
ican what you confidently affect ro rhem in the Pwlp;x tor 
truch ; if they did, ſurely you wou!id bluſh and tremble, to 
expoſe (uch pitiful Ware to fale co thein as thisis, This is 
that Orthodox dorine, which whoſoever doth not profeſſe 
ſubjection ro, mult preſently be damned as an Heretick, 
Dorh the Scripture any where lay that the ſpfinkling water” 
on the face of an Infanr.is the initiating ſeal of the Covenant > 
Bur you are priviiedgedto pur the tamp of Divine Autho- 
riry upon your own 1rrational deduttions, and {ottiſh inven- 
tions, and call them Scripture, 

.T, Could the poor Infant that is barbarouſly kept from 
Baptiſm, and leit likea Heathen , bur plead its 
right; no be.ieving Parent wouldever be able to an- 
{wer the with-holding of that Ordinance and privi- 
ledge from it, | | 

T.S. Could the Intant plead his own right, no better then 

you do for him, his Plea would ſoon be anſwered: And 
could the poor Babe ſpeak as well with his tongae , as his 
tears, he would impeach him for a barbarous Prieft , who 
dur(t cruelly throw cold water on his. face in the froſty wea- 
ther (ſomtime to the hazard of his life ) and” call it his pri- 
viledge, Andas for your calling this ſottiſh Invention an 
Ordmance.cicher produce that Scripture which callech ir ſo, 
or Cle be nor angry, if Iſay, Thar it's a ſhame for one that 
calleth hinſelfa Miniſter of the Goſpel, ro be found with a 
he in mouth, 

W.T. While therefore you would faſten this upon Mini- 
ters, thar they praQiically deny the Scripture, eicher 
you mult bring better grounds,or elle fear the ninth 
Commandemenr, 

T.S. If to praftiſe that which the Scripture requireth 

nor, 


others, that would heeſteemed Miniſters of Jetus Chrilt, do 


deny it;for thac you, do practiſe many things,which the Scrip-' 


cure owneth not: againſt which your deceir and hypocri- 

fie, Ido, and ever ſhall, bear my teſtimony , and nor tear the 

ninth Commandement, They onght to fear that; Com- 

mandement, who make Pani and Feter, and other the Saints 

in Scripture, to ſpeak that which they never intendedy and 

wel their words to Patromize thoje things they never pra- 
led, 

Thus have I made my Reply to that which concerneth 
your practice, in preaching ſor 7 ithes, and ſprinkling Infants, 
Which Keply you may ( it you think good ) ſheiv to your 
Diſcip:es 11 the Country, ro whom ( 1 am very credibly in- 
tormed ) you have falſly and very wickedly ſuggefied, That 
I deny the S:riptures : And.let them, or as many of thern as 
are rs 60 ar judge, whether you, or Ideny the Scrip- 
ence ; and let your ſhame and folly be laid open before them, 
in that you cry The Scriptmre, The Scripture, and yet are not 
ab'c to produce one Scripture to-prove, that ever the Mini- 
on of Jeſus Cdrilt preach'c for Tithes , or ſprinkled In« 

nts, | 

The next thing that I asked you n my lalt, was this; 

Where is it written that the Scriptures are the ground of 
Faith > 

W.T. That the Scriptures are the ground of Faith, is ne- 

cefſarily deduced from the eniuing Scriptures, John 


3+ 33) 34» 

T,S$- It hy Lowe hath notgiven you up wholly to dis 
ingenuity, andblindnel(s , I appeal to that of God in your 
Conſcience, whether this be an Aniwer to the Que{iion pro- 
pounded > and whether it be not manifeſt _— and fal- 
fifying the Scripture, ro offer your own dedwttion tor Scrip- 
ture > What ſhitting and ſhuffling 1s here tolupporr the vain 
imaginations of your own heart ? Eicher 1t15 written that 
the Sc:iptures are the pgrow»d of Faich, or 1t18 nor : if it be 
written why had you not quoted the particular Scripture in 
which ir is written > If it be not written z Why had you not 
given : plain Anſiver ro myQueſltion and have confeſſed 
that it is no where ſo-written > Howevet, Qking your An- 
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ſer, as you have laid it, you thereby grant that which I ſaid 


; (viz) That it is no where written that the Scriprures are the 


ground of Faith, Notwithſtanding which, you labour much 
with your dead dedyttions, and dark reaionings, and all to 


forse the Scripture to ſpeak that whichir never ſpake; in 


which paths of cloudy contuſion, and horrible abſurdities, I 
ſhall nor ipend time to follow you z tor the folly and igno- 
rance of your lines will be ſufficiently diicovered to any en- 
lightned eye, by the bare reading of them : 1ſhall only point 
at ſome of your moſt monſtrous abxſes oftered to the Scrip- 
eure, and horrible blaſphemres againit the Lord Jeſus Chriſt , 
by your ſetting up the letter of Scripture, above him and the 
re{timony of his Spirit, 

How wretchedly do you abuſe thar place, 1 John 5.10, in 
ſayinggthat the record and witneſs there ſpoken of,is the Scrip-= 
cure? when as the very Scripture it {elf giveth you the lie , 
ſaying, that the witneſs and record there ſpoken of is within 
the Saints; which record che very next verie there expreſſerh 
to be eternal L.fe, which God hath given to hu Saints: Andis 
Paper and Ink with.» the Saints, or are they eternallife> To 
this you add, 

W.T, I mul firſt believe,and ground my Faith on that writ- 
ten word, and I mutt firſt believe and re(t upon thar 
wri:ren word,zand I muſt believe that Jeſus Chriſt is 

the Son of God,becaule the written wordtels me fo, 
T. S. It your Conlcience be nor ſeared with a hot Iron,can 
you read over theſe lines again, and not fee the blaſphemy 
that is in chem) ſtare in your tace > Was there nor Faith, and 
was not Jetus Chrilt betore che written word 2 and yer mult 
that be firſt believed on,and be the ground of Faith? Is Reſt only 
to be found in Chriſt Jeſus the erernall Son of God, and yer 
rhe written word mult be reliedon firſf> Did not eMAbet, 
Enoch, Abraham, and other holy men of God, believe that 
Jeſus Chriſt was the Son of God, long betore the written 
word was, and could they then believe 1t, becauſe that told 
them ſo> Whar ſtarved jonls have thoſe ſheep whoſe ſhep- 
heard hanceth to them no berter food then this ? Doth nor 
the witneſs of God in your Conſcience condemn you for 
horrible iniquity , tor receiving ſo much money yearly of 
your Pariſhioners, and give them in exchange noughe but 
{uch unſayoury husks as theſe > From 


19] 
From this you proceed to puc another Scripture ypon che 
Rack,, to makeit contels rhat. whichis neiches expretiedznor 
wasever intendedin it,. Epherſ, z. 20.,.7e are built upon the 
foundation of the Apoſtles, and Prophets , Jeſwa Chriſt bimſelf 
being the chief Coner-ſtone, 
WT. There it is jaid # termings , that the Scripture is a 
foundation. | X 

T.,S, Was theFear of the Lord before youeyes , when 
you pen'd this Aﬀertion , {o maniielty contradittory to the 
ccuth 2 Is the. Scripture ſo much as mentioned in that whole 
Chapter, and is it n ſo many termes called there a fownda+ 
tion? Is not the fowndation there ſpoken of , that lame Jeſs 
which was;borh preach'r, and believed,on, by the Prophets 
and Apoſtles z and had you the impudence to lay that its the 
Scripture? Cou.d you ſo confidently give Paw! the lie, who 
ſaith ,expreſly, that other foundation than Jeſus Chrift none can 
tay, and yer you would make Paw! himielt co lay another > 
Doth not Harlorat tone of yourCommentator,with whom 
yourrade for marter to {e}l co the people) as manifelily con- 
clude you to be a lyar. > whoſaith i termins, That the' A- 
poſtle doth in that Scripture intend Jeſu Chriſt, to whom the 
Prophets and Apoſtles did bear witneſs > Nay which. is more 
(lee the heighth of your deceit) do not you;your (elt ſay bus 
a ſew lines after, that the foundation on which the Prophets 
and Apoſtles built, and we build, 'is Chriſt? } Yourell me in 
your laii papers of my Oxt-cres : But let me ſay to you, 
That I ſhall never ceaſe to cry aloud againſt tuch horrible 
falſhood and deceic as this, Can you FEES 2- bluſhing 
coniczence) peculs others tor. denying the Scripture, and yer 
Np your ſelfinche. mean while thus crampleic under foor; 
y averrivg-that it ſaith that in germs,which it doth-not once 

menrion ? Ry ' ofly >] 
You procced/labouring in the dark, ſeeking by. a coyned 
diftinaion ( which rhe, Scripture knoweth nor;) to prove 

your own conceptions, " bib 

_- Youlay, | 
W.T. Thetr's a double foundation, 1, Perſonill, or re- 
all, that is Chrilt, 2, Do&tcinall, or declarative, thar is 
the Scripture. 

TS, lirthe Scripture be no real foundagiop, is it chen in4- 
"_ E eco. $M 
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£inary> for that which 15 nor real is maginary, Ts not the 
Scripture beho1ding ro youtfor calling ita fonndation « and 
yet oppoling it | to that which is a reall foundation > Is the 
Scripture acquainted with this diflin&ion. > when you ſhe\v 
ic me there, 1 ſhall ſpeak more to ir, 

W.T. Now —_— again wherher IT have made the Scrip- 

' rures aſſert thar which they no where do, 

T.S, Tani not now to make enquiry touching that : a 
little enquiry will ſervethe turn, ro find you a notorious 
falffyer of rhe Scripture, in ſaying, Iris writren ſo and ſo, 
when as no ſuch thing is writrer, And 1 do Quill ſay, thar 
were yonnor paſt bluſhing; you would cover your face 
chrough ſhame, when you refle& on your wreſting of the 
Scripture , enceavonring ro produce 1t-asa teſtimony ro _ 
your falſe aſſertions, | 

Yongoonro diſtinguiſh berween Gods reflimony, and 
Gods Truth. 

T.S, Have you at once loſt your honeſty, as well as your 
utiderfianding, that yon ſhould creare an oppoſirion berwixr 
Gods Teſtimony, and Gods truth > Ts not his teſtimony, truth > 
Thus you jtmble things together, ro fill up your papers, jult 

.- as you rnultiply words to fill up your hour in rhe Pulpic, 
- - whether you ſpeak things 'rrue or falſe, t= matters 
mor ? Wh 


w.T. Ifthe Scriptures be corrupted, they muſt be put- 
ged, cleared, and the rrne words and (enſe held forth, 

and mainrained, which is che'Churches Office, 1 Tim, 
3.x, - 

T.S, Wouldnot any mane aſhamed, bur he tharis paſt 
ſhame , ro' offer this Scripture to prove, that the Scripture 
wnſt br pryged and tleared by the Church, when it's corrupted > 
Is the Scripcure, or the corruption, purging, or clearing of 
ic, mentioned, or ſo mnch asintended in that Scriprure > 
This/ is juſt fuch'a wild proof as you nfero bring for the 
dead DoXtrines you raiſe from Scriptnre in your Pulpir, 

W.T. Burt the grownd of faith you tay may be corrupted ; nay 
yOu y; further, that farrh may be loſt. 

T.S, Let allthatfear the Lord, judge, whether you ſpeak 
like a man acquainted with the faith of Gods EleQ: Is the 
faith of Gods Ele& bottomed upon a corr»prible foundarti- 
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on? andmaytheit faich be loft > 'The pe 0a obs ; that 
He that belicveth ſhall never be: 3 batif che gronnd 
of faith be #orruptible, ſhame and confuſion will cercainiy co- 
ver the taces of thole chat believe. 4 

When 1 re} yow that the Scripture conld not be the ground 
of Abels, Enech's, and Noah's faith , becauſe they were be- 
fore the Scripturewas, Ec. 

You anſwer, 

W.T, Though they had not thoſe Scriptures which nov 
we have;yer the word oft God was made known to.them 
then: that word of God is the gronnd, and was the 
2round of their Faith, 

T.S, L hope you own no other Scriptures then thoſe we 
now have, andat they had not thoſe, then they could not be 
the gronnd of their. faith, And thus are you conſtrained to 
an{wer,, and confute your ſelf ont of ' your own monrh ; for 
whereas you have ſpent much time, and ptoduced many 
blinde Arguments, to prove that the Scriprures are the 
ground of faith: now you contels , rhat they were not the 
oround of Abe's, Enech's, and Noatvs faith; and. if they 
were not the ground'of Their faith, then neither were they 
the ground ot nt Saints fatctifince chem; tor that 
they and all the Sain:s fince, have the ſame foundativn , and 
are bilron the ſame Rock , which'can never be removed, nor 
corrupted, as youdo moll abſurdly afferr. 

And whereas you ſay, cheword of God was made known to 
them then, and was the ground of their faith: what need you 
have ſaid this > for, whoever denyed ir? was this the thing 
in controverfie berwixt you and me? or did ever any of 
thoſe called Quakers (ay, that the word of God was not the 
ground of Abrahams faith, and ſtill is of the faith of all Saints > 
Did you-nor in your firſt Letrerto me accn'e them for de- 
nying che Scriptures, becauſe youſaid, they dewyed the Scrip- 
tures to bethe groundof faith ; and now do youtontets, rhat 
beſore the Scriptures were, there was a ground of fairh > Let 
all thar are wile-hearred jndge, what horrible confufion you 
Jabour in; for it there were formething rhar was. nor the 
Scripture (becauſe ir was betore it) which was the ground of 
Abel's faith, and Abrahams faith, and Fill is the ground of 
faith, then what more manifeſt then this, that you do moſt 
lenorantly accuſe thoſe called Quakers for denying the 

E 2 Scripture, 


HELY 
ripture, becauſe zheyrafſarr' that which you: your 'ſelfe do 
og ge + cobeartrumh, peaks 
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Our-cryes? becauleI cell = che plain truth without flar- 
rery # Irrult I, ſhall never be aſhamedto- cry yet louder a- 
gain(t all /dol-Sbepheras, thar eat the fart, and drinkthe ſweet, 
&:4 cloath with the wooll, but feed net the flock, 

When you ſay, :hat the word of God was ever the ground of 
faith, even before jt was writes: 'I ask, did you by the mord of 
Ged intend the Scriptare or not > If you did, then thar 
which. {aid to you thence,doth julily fall upon you ; If nor, 
then to what end did you ipend half a ſheer of paper, to 
prove the Scripture to be the ground of faith, calling ir all a- 
Jong the word of God ? And yer-now toſave yourſelf our of 
rhe mire of contuſion,aud contradiction, you creare an op- 

A poſition berwixt the Scriptere, and the word of God. 

. . Thus you write as you preach, ſay and uniay, inthe ſame 
baur's diicourſe,aflerga thingand contradict it, 
T,S, In what Scripture is it written, that Chriſt dire&erh 
us to look for lite in the Scripture ? 
i, T. In the. preſenr/ Scripture, Johs. 5. 39. Search the 
'. «1 Scriptures, for in them you think, you: have Eternal 


| ua vs), 113 + | 

T.S. You will. call it rayling : if Ifay again, that it's a 
ſhame for one that pretendeth himſelf tobe a Minifter of 
Jeſus Chriſt , to. be tound, with ſo. notorious a /ye-in his 
mouth. But: efteemit as you will ,.-Imult nor forbear tel- 
ling you plainly of ſo great a wickedneſs. To what a height 
of wickedneſs are youarrived, who durſt belie the Son of 
God, whois truth it ſelf, in ſaying, He faithy that which ne- 
*Fer,6.15 Yer proceeded out of his lips > Have not the dayes of * Je- 
remuab overtaken us, 1n which he complaineth, that from the 
Prophet tothe Prieſt, every one dealeth falſly : and when they 
bad, committed abomination, they were not at all aſhamed, 

neither conld they bluſh > 
Becauſe Chriit ſaith to the Jews, that they thought they 
had eternal life in the Scriptures, did he theretore 4'rett ns to 

look fer life in them > 

.. Chriſt telleth his Diſciples, that the time ſhould come , 
that whoſoever killed them ſhould think, he did Ged ſervice ; 


and 


 Yohproceed henceto cell me of my Ot-crges, And why 
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and will you thence gather this DoCtirine (which is as true 
as the former) that Chrilt in that Scripture direteth men 
ro kill his Dilciples, that ſo they might do God ſervice? if 
you havenor a Conſcience palt teeiing, how can you confi- 
der of this injurious dealing with Chrit, and the Scriptures , 
and not bluſh and bewail your tolly > 

From your abwe of Chrift, and the fore mentioned Scrip= 
enre, you proceed to your realonings, and arguings, {uch as 
they are ; bur ſince they areall grounded on that which 1s 
falſly premiſed, viz. that Chriſt direterh us to look, for life in 
the Scriptares, I (hall not ſpend time to examine their 
ſtrength, for that they fall of themtelves having no betrer 
toundationthen a grols untruth of your own invention. 

T.S, Is noteternall life to be had in Chritt alone, and is 
che Scripture Chrill > | | 

W.'T. Eternall life is to be had in Chrilt alone and there- 

tore in Scriprure, 

T.S. If you did noteſteem your ſelf licenced to blaſ- 
pheme the name ot Jeius Chritt, could you thus impucent- 
ly derogate from his glory, in ſaying, that eternal lite which 
1s aloxe to be had in Chritt, may yet be had in that which 1s 
not Chritt > Can that which is a/oxe to be had in him be yer 
had in azother > whence had you this rare peece of Logrck, 
chat that which is a/oze to be had in one thing, may yet be 
had in another , nay therfore in the ſecond, becaule it 18 alone 
ro be had in the firlt > Is nt this a good reaſoning to ſay, 
| Thar {alv:tion is aloe to be had freely by Jeſus Chriſt, and 
therefore by the works of the Law; we muſt pray alone ro 
the Lord that made us, and therefore to graver 1mages, 
Mind terjouſlyit the Lord harh not given you up tq 4 ſpirit 
of ſluw-ber , that you thould write {uch barbarous contra- 
C_ in leadet Doctine, whiles you fightagainit rhe 
rruch, 

The Reafon you give for your bold Aſſertion is this; 

W.T. Becanie the Scripture fetreth forth Chriſt alone as 

the periun in whom life is co be had, 

T. S. Thar-the Scriptures do teſt/fi- of ChriZt, is true ; and 
that there is no orher Jeſus, but rhar o»ely begotten of the Fa- 
ther, of whom they ret.1fe is as trve, Bur 15 lite theretore 


to be had in them > ls a declaration rouching any thing , 
E 3 the 
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the thing ic ſelf? Old Jacobs Sans made a Declaration to 
cheic Father, of che greac plenty of Corn in Egypt, to keep 
them alive ; and will you theretore ſay, that food and fuſte- 
nance were to be had in their dec/aration:? Many Philoſapbers 
have given a delicription in their writings of the narure of 
bread, and doth it thence follow , that bread ts to be had m 
their writings > Pliny, and others {ince him, have declared 
che nature ot that ſweetne's which is in hoxey, and wasever 
any man {o lgnorant. to conclude that therefore honey with 
its {weetnels is to be had in the declarations of Plizy > For 
ſhame do nor aſſume to your ſelfrhe name of 'a Divine, nor 
undertake to reach athersthe way to life , whileſt you are 
not ableto puta difterence berwixc a declararion touching 
a thing, andthe thing it ſelf; and ſopur the Scripture for 
Chrit,and the letter for the life. 

W.T. In the next place you ſpeak of men, that cannot or will 
yot put 4 ow between word and Wird,berween the Eſſentiall 
word andthe Enuntiative word and ſo accommodate themſelves 
for the ſhaking off of Scripture, as if nothing were the word but 

rift, 

_T.S, Muſt hepreeently be ſencenced for a ſhaker off of the 
Scripture, who cannct acore every School diltinttion as an 
Oracle from Heaven ? Where do the Scriptures make menri- 
on ofthe Eſſentiall Word, and the Enuntiative word? and if 
the Sctipture knoweth not any (ſuch-termes , Pray. tell us 
when pou received your Commilſion from Heaven, to coyn 
diſtin&tions, and tather them on the $criprure, and then ac- 
cue men tor ſhak;ng off the Scripture, becauſe they ſhake off 
the va'n Imaginations of your own brain 
i W.T, Iwonld ask you this one queſtion, whereupon muſt 

I believe, that Chriſt is cherrue light, that lightens 
every man that cometh into tkeworld,&c, 

T,f, Iaskyonagain, whether that all the holy men of 
God, from Abel to John, who fpake tho'e words, did be+ 
lieve that Chriſt 19a: the tree light > It they did, then I de- 
mand on what ground did fs believe it > and on what 


grornd cid Fohn himlelf who ſpake the words, believe the 
truth of them > | 
W.T. Svfter the Scripture then ro be the ground 
of faith, 


T.S. 


wer, 
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T.S. Ifayto you, and the reſt of thoſe that ca!l them- 
ſelves Teachers in the Nation, Do you ſuffer the Scripture to 
abide pare, as it was ſpoken, and do nor darken it b your 
corrupt globes, nor raile imaginations of your own upon 
ic, which you call Comments ; and io make the Scripture to 
{well into io many volumes , that a great part of a mans life 
time muli be ſpent in peruſing them : Sufter the Scripture to 
be that which ir dec'areth icielfto be, and tpeak not that 
of it falſly, which it never ſpake of it (elf, | 
W.T. You proceed hence in your Papers to deſcant on my 
reftlimony that I gave touching che Scriptures & becauſe you 
can therein finde no matter of quarrel (taking my words in 
that plainne(s chey viere ſpoken) therefore you flyro ma- 
king of meanings on them, and lay, if / mean ſo, by this and 
that expreſſion , then there 13 tr#th 1n it ; but it {o, then there 
is danger in it, 
T.S- Are you troubled, becauſe my words were ſo plain > 


and {ofpendtime to ſeek a knoz in a Bull-ruſh > what would 


you have, would you make me ipeake what I intended nor > 
Ler it ſuffice, thac 1 rellf you thar I ſpake as I meant, and did 
mean as I ſpale: Therefore you may forbear ro impoſe 
your droufe Interpretations, on what Ideclared in words , 
iuſhciently intelligible by apy man, who!e minde is nor 
darkned yith ignorance, or paſſion, What Lordly ſpirit is 
that which lodgerth within your breaſt, that your Probatum 
ef muſt ſerve for aſtamp, under which my reftimony mult 
paſſe for truth, and without which it mult be of neceſſic 
erroneous?- Much more fiir, you make about meanings an 
ſenſes in your dilcourſe; bur I ſhall not crace you in all your 
wide divinations, bur leave them tode burut up as ſtubble, 
with the fire of crutch. Fs | 

»W.,T. Buc ſuch words as theſe will ſerve a wurn, being 

very taking with poor miltaken and {educed ſouls, 

T.S. Youtold me bur even now of deceit and danger,: har 
were in my words ; bur yer ſeemerth there 1s no grear danger 
in them, if theyate like to take with none bug thoſe who 
are already ſeduced ; for there 1s little danger of hurting 
them that are already under deceit and ſeduttion, 

When as in my la(t I declared my diſowning of any mans 
teſtimony that was found contradiftory ro Seripture; You an- 
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FT, For onghtT knoiv then; you mnt leave the molt » 
-or all, ot your ney Religion, which is upheldbyz 
. -pretended inward light , that will never abide the 
rryall, &c, oe ag - | 
T.S, For ought 1 know, unleſs you prove me to have 
taken up ſome wew Religion, you may expe your portion 
among thoſe that are ſhuc our of rhe new Jernſalem , for ly- 
ars and falſe prophets, IT own no Religion , bur rhat which 
reacheth a man to fear the Lord, and work, righteouſneſs , to 
wiſit the fatherleſs and widows in their af flittion, and to keep 
himſelf unſpotted of the world, Chriſt is the light of 
the werld, which I own as the fonndation of my 
Religion, whois within me, unleſs I am a Reprobate ; 
and dare you be fo impudent, as to call him a pretended 
Light > You wonld be very angry it Tſhould diſown you tor 
a Miniſter of Jeſus Chritt ; bur did he ever make {uch Mi- 
niſters , or didever any of the Apo!Hes rhat were ſent forth 
by him, in ſcors call him 4 Sri: + light > It falſe Prophets 
may be known by their truics, chen lerall char know the 
Lord, and walk in his fear, judge what you are, who do 
bring forch (uch ſowre Grapes astheſe, 
AnJ4 whereas you lay, My new Religion will never abide the 
Ti al, "As may appear in part hy what hath been already 
aid, 4 : 
F I anſwer , If wreſting and belying the Scripture, /if 'con- 
rradictions and contuſion, be thar, by which you prove my 
Religion ; 1 muit conteſs, my Religion will not abide that 
tryall; bur reacheth me to bear my reftimony againſt all ſuch 
Rom/ſh ti\rh, and Babyloniſh rubble : But that'you may know, 
that my Relig/on will bear the rryall of a greater rhen you, I 
do hereby declare my {elf tree, and witling; on reaſonable 
notice given Me, 10 appear in the mid(t of your Congregation ' 
or in the preſence of the who'e Country where you live, to 
have borh my Principles and 'pratices tryed by the. Scrip- 
tares of truth , which if you ſhall refuſe: ro do, then rake 
ſhame co yonr ſelf for a falſe accuſer, 


. 
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W.T. In this tefimeny you: have: given- concetning 
Scripture you know your own meaning and the fin= 
cerity of your heart. in the declaration of it; I am a- 
fraidit will tome ro liccle elſe (it all were known) than 

the owning of that Spirit that breathed ix forth, and 
that's to own the Author, not the Scripture ; Or the 
living the life of Chriſt, and that's ro expreſle the 

effe&t and work of Scripture kno\v!edge, rather then 

to own the Doctiiue, 11, 

T.S, Youtoldme ere while afrer. yan had made a com- 
ment on my plain expretſions, that F/ meare ſa 4nd ſo they 
my words did require my ſecond thoughts; Sure Iam, here are 
expreſſions thar require your ſecond thowghts; and if you are 
nor paſt bluſhing, you wilt find in them matter of greacr 
thamerto your ſelf: - Dare you lay,. that you are afraid that 
my teſtimony touching Scripture will amount to little elſe they 
owning the Sp'rit that breathed it forth, or living the life of 
Chriſt > Canany man be ſaidto own the Spirit that breathed 

forth the Seriyture,and living the life of Chriſt, ard yer diſown 
che Scriptute which is the reGumony at thar ſpitic, and that 
Chritl £ Doth nor he thar difownerh the Scripture, cifown 
the Spirit that breathedir forth, and diſown the /ving the 
life of Chriſt And yer whilelt you conteſſe that my teltimony 
amounteth to the owning of that ſpirit, and che living the 
life of Chritkis ic macrer ot | fear to-you. that I ſhould yer: diſ- 
owa the Scriptures >* Do not call .ic1nſulring 1t Iask you, 
whether ever ſuch a parcell of language dropr from any ſo- 
ber mans pen? and withall tell you ,-:that if you and others 
thar.take the Scriptures-of Truth co make a trade on, and ger 
a l:vely- hood by, didtruly own the. Spir,t char breathed t 
forth, and the living the Life of Chriſt , you would nor preach 
and write 8 at this day you d>, For cloſe of this, I ſhall re- 
pear what I'ſfaid in my'tormer (/:z..) Thar Lownthe Scrip- 
ture againlt all, wt.o'e ſayings and praRtices are fonnd con; 
rrary to it ; ſuch arethoſe, who fay,in-word, it is their rule, 
bur deny ic in their works ; that preachir inthe Jerter, and 


have a form of godlineſs; but deny che power thereef ; thar talk of , 


Chrilt with their rongues,bur ab:de net in the dottrine of Chriſt ; 
that own him in ovtward profeſſion, but perſecure him 


whete he appeareth in life and power. Againit (uch, yo 
8 al 
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[28] 
#1} others that live noc the life of thoſe Saints, and holymen 
of God,tharſpake them $5rth, do Iown the Scriptures, 

T.S. For the Supper of the Lord, the Scripture maketh ex- 
preſs mention of it - bur for the word/| Sacrament] the $crip- 
tute knoweth it nor. | « | 

W.T, The Scripture knowerh ſuch words as come very 

near ic,as the word{Hgn}:calling the Old Teſtament- 
Sacrament AW a figne, or token of the Coyenant , 
Gen.17.11, The word [ſeal] : Eopeyis, Kom,4. 11, 
1 Pet,3.21, Avriruza, Heb, 8,5 SaodWyue, 

T.s. Iipake notot words that come near it, but of the 
wordit {elt ; And becauſe ic is not there to be tound, there- 
fore you ſpend time toprove thence ſome words that come 
near it, May you not as well prove a f«lſe.Propher. ( which 
is a ravening” wolfe )) to be a true Prophet, becaule he is in 
ſheeps cleathing, which cometh near the true 2 But if you ne- 
ver come nearer the-Truth, than the werds you have men- 
tioned, doto the word | Sacrament} , you will dye very great 
ftrangers each to orher. Whar Scriprure 1s there that. calleth 
circamciionthe vid Teſtament-Sacrement 2 if you did not. 
icd:edefteem your felf privitedged to: write any thing with- 
out controll,you would nor fo confidently offer the inventr- 
ons of men for Dodtrine, and avouch che Scripture as your 
Author, Whar if Circ«mgiflow be called by Hoſes a fign, and 
by Paul a ſeal, doth ir therefore follow, that the Lords Sup- 
ar by chem called a Sacrament ? Or what,though Bapti{n: 

called an 4nsitype and the Priefts offering gifts according 
to the Lay. be called an example of heavenly things > will you 
thence conclude the other called a Sacrament > Sdecramen- 
rm ( Anglice, a Sacrament) you do(or might) know princt- 
pally Genifieth thar Oath by which ſouldiers of old bound 
chemſelves to be faithfull ro. their Captains; and is there 
ſuch affiniey berwixrxthis-word,and the word ſigne ſeal, Anti- 
pe, and Example F | 

W,T. What you ſpeak therefore of adding to, and ſubſtra- 

Qing from the Scripture, ſavours more of calumny, 
then of chariry, and hath in it mare of centure, then 
of conyincement. 

T.S:"Isir nor a manifeſt adding rothe'Scripture, to at- 


rempt the fathering of the word | Sacrament | upon it when 
36 


(>9] ; 
ic knoweth not ſuch rerm > done you your ſelf confels, that 
it 1s Not to be found, and therefore do. labour to; bring 
torcth words that. are reere if > Isir:calnmmny, and cenſur.ng » 
ro charge you with the tr«th >. I have nor {or much charity as 
co eoli fallwwoalurmobyet darkxeſs light : and1t telling, you the 
cruch be an offence ro-you , expect that 1 do more offend 
you. Youare very angry for my ſpeaking concerning thole 
guides that go with the proud envious,covetous;to vat bread and 
arink_wine'; And you tell me that be had need be of more wn- 
derſtanding and judgment, than my [{f, that ſhall undertakg to 
determine what is to be done about Sacrament-admiſſion, + 


T.S, Sofar am I from boaſting of my own #ader/tanding 
and judgment , that I ſhall efieem ir rich grace to be contenc 
to be yer much more 4 foo/ then lam: And yer you will do 
well ro call co mind, and confider, what Solomons judement 
is of 4 man that is wiſe in bs own ejes, Andas underſtanding 
as you and others are(whom you call godly guides) about Sa- 
crament admiſſion, as you callir (aterm char Chriit and his 
Apoltles neyer knew ) yerthis I know, and amwell aflured 
of, that it's no hard thing, to find many Congregations, 'in 
which Paſtour and People come rogether to eat bread, and 
drink wine,with their hands full of wickedneſs; 4 prond, hea- 
dy high-minded Paſtour,and like people; covetons Paſtor, and 
coverous people; envious Paſtor, and envious People; and is 
this to eat the fu, and drink the blood of Chriſt? or is this to 
diſcern the Lords body ? | 

Aﬀer this, having ſpoken ſomething touching. te Lords 
Swpper,you tell me, 

W.T, Your modeſty is good, in regard of the myflery, bur 
the full anſwetins of your Queries, requires more 
leiſure then I have, and more willingheſs to be in- 
formed then you have, 

T.S. Wharapittitul lame ſhift have 'youtound ro cover 
over your ignorance wirhall > had you nor betcer have in- 
2enuouſly confeſſed, you knew not what to ſay tothe Que- 
ries, then offer that tor an Apology for your filence, which 
will never gain credit from any that do examine the truth 
of things,betore they receive them > will any fober-minded 
man believe that you that = leiſure ro write me three _ 

yp a5 


[30] 
fheers of paper, had nor then, or have not had ſince, ſo-much 
{pare rime,as'to anſwer fx (hort Quer.es> And as for your a:- 
!gning my w#w.lingueſs to be informed, 2s another cauſe of 
your nor anſwering thern:this is as manite(ta pretence as the 
jormet, ; for if my #awillingueſs to be inform:a were a iuffici- 
ent bar againſt 'your anſivering of my Queries, why did you 
anſwer ſeveral {other of myQueries propoſed to you belore 
and afcertheſe> ſince Ihave manifetied as much waw.lling- 
zeſs to be informed in thoſe, as 1D chele, and that's jult none at 
all, | b 

- Youglance at one of my Queries, and ay. 


W.T, All Saints witneſs Chriſt to come, though not 
come. | 


T.S. Did not Pal, and other Saints witneſs Jeſus Chriſt 
come,\vhen as He lived is thens, and was in them, their hope of 
glory, their frength, their life, and their peace; 

From hence you proceed ro ſpeak-ro what 1 ſaid in my 
laſt;couching Adiniſters, My declaration, tonching whom be- 
ginnethithus : - | 

T.S. The Minifters of Jeſus Chril,who have received their 
Miniſtry from him, as the holy men of God, of old, did; 1 
own, &c, £ 


W.T. It were. ſome comfort if you. would-cell us who 
they be that you judge to be made Minitiers accor- 
- dingrto the Will of Godin Scripture, and that are 

ſo pretious to you, 

T.S..BywhacT have ſaid before touching 1dof-ſhepheards, 
you might; well underſtand whom I judge to be the true 
ſhepheards :_ Bur ſince it, will-be matter of comfort to you, to 
know more of my mind'in this particular, 1 ſhall be plain in 
makinga diſcovery thereof unto: you : I judge thoſe Mini- 
filers of Chriſt, who run not before they are ſent of him, and do 
nb1d: 1m the doftrine of Chriſtzwho have received that gift (not 
by expence of money in an Univerbty, bur) freely 'rom the 
Lord, by which they are. made able Miniſters of the New Te- 
ſtament, not of the Letter,but of the Spirit , who preach him'in 
words,and own him by their works, But I do not. judee thoſe 

| | Mint 


[32] 
Minifters of Jeſus Chriſt who ab;de net in his Doftrine, who 
iniead of being found careful] ſhepheards to guard the ſheep, 
are themſelves found Wolves, periecuring and devouring the 
ſheep; who make gain ther fo&jneſe yi covet other mens ſil. 
ver and gold, catching thote by the throats , who pur-not into 
theic mouths ; who maintain themſelves and families 1n 
pride, by the jweat of other mens krows ; who ſve thoſe at 
the Law, that refuſe to pay them tne Tenth of all their: La- 
bours ; who take Chritts- words, and the Saints words, to 
$4in. alivelyhood by, preaching to.athers what they them- 
ie:ves prattile not ; who tell the peop!e that a heap of ſtones 
15 the Church; and call thoſe things the Ord ances, and that 
thezverſhip of Jeſus Chriit, which never were of hs inliitu- 
tions. Thele (I lay) I judge ( and that according to the Scrip- 
tice), tobe iuch as have not received their Miniftry from 
Jeſus Chriſt, bur are Minilters of Ant:chrit, builders of Baby- 
bur enemies to the glory of Ziv, and the new Jernſa- 
em, 


T.S. Where is it writren, that one. was made a Miniſter. 
by an ordinary Call, and another by an extraordinary? 


W.T.. The thing is written, Gal,1.1, AF,14.23., 


T..S, Is thete ſo. muchas mention made, in either of 
thoſe Scriptures , of a Call Ordinary or extraordinary > and 
have you notwirhianding the confidence poluvely to afſere 
that it.is (o. written in tho/e Scriptures > Mult your dreams, 
and droxwlie meanings, paſs for Scriptwre > and then dare you 
falſly ſay that it # ſo written? You told me,ere whilezit would 
be tome compfert., it I wouldrell you, who they were, that I 
jndged Afniſters of Jeſus Chriit : Truly , not ſuch as belie, 
the Spirit ot Truth, that pake.torth che Scriptures , by the 
mouths of the Saints, wre!:ing them any way to ſerve their 
own ends, and to patronize ſuch practi'es,as have not Truth 
for.cheir botrom:e.: Which thing, it you did. well weigh, 
would be to you no great ground of comfort. 

And whereas you bid me conſult my own reaſon, touching 
the tearms of ordinary, and extraordary Call, 


I anſwer, My reaſox is nor the Scripture, nor judge _ 
F 2 0) 3 
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[32] 
of ; and wichall letme tell you, that ro fly from the Scripture 
(which you would be thought zealouſlyro aſſert) when' no 
Foundation can therein be tound, for notions of mens crea- 
ting ; and, inftead thereof, ro adviſe metro conſult with my 
own reaſon, is plain ſhuffling. | | 

Furcher, you ſay,that this diftinfiion of ordinary and extraore 
Anary Call, doth net make two doors, but rwo ways of entring in 
by the ſame door. | 

In aniiver to which, I ask you, Doth the Scripture know 
two wayes of entrance into the ſhcep-fold > Doth thar teitifte ot 
any more then one way, and, that the ſame that is ebe way, 1s 
as the door, even Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous > Andalthough 
you paſſionately deny thar diliin&tion to be of your own 
creating, bur ſay, that it hath ever been of nſe in the Churches 
of Ged, 1 anſiver, That foraſmnch as the ipirit of Truth hath 
no where made mention thereof throughont the Scriptures, 
ir is bur juſt, that you ſhould be charged as the creator of 
It, | 

And if (to uſe your own language) you knew and cared what 
you ſaid, you would not proceed in your wonred boldneſs to 
ſay,that it hath ever been of aſe in the Charches of God,when as 
it was never uſed among any of the Churches mentioned in 
the Scriptures, Neither are the words ſo much as to be 
found through all rhe Writings of Chriſt, or the Apoſiles : 
Bur it doth behove thoſe thar dare not pretend to that Call, 
which they had who were ſent by Chriſt of old, to tell the 
peopie, they have yer anorher as anchenrick as that ; thar ſo, 
chovgh they enter nor in by the one rcne door, yet they may 
ſave themlietves from the ſentence of Thieves and Robbers, by 
eretiling a back_-Apor, which the'Scriprares never knew , and 
oy Ryleic with the name of 4n0;her way , through the ſame 

00r, 

Hence yon proceed on,labouring by many words to prove 
your Call, bur ail ro litrle pnrpo'e ; for when you have faid 
all, the Tree will 41! be known by his fruirs, and they that 
arenot found doing Chrifts will, will never be able to prove 
themſelves Chrifts Aliniſters, 


W.T, For our Calling, which you, and others ſo much 
agl- 


[33] 
agmace; becauſe. it Randerh, and will ever and in 
your way, and againſt your erroneous wayes, I ſhall 
Kve:his account, 


T.S. Iown bur one way, which alſo is the truth ; againſt 
which your Callivg doth manifetily and, Bur erroneome mays 
I do- ueterly deny ; and do charve him to bea Lyar, who 
dorh aſſert that emegriich he neither doth , nor can prove 
co be true. 

Were my wayes erroneous, your Calling would not ſtand «- 
$4inſt them, ſince itis ſucha Calling as you received from 
eAntichrift, who is the Patron of errours, Neither ſhal] ir 
ever ſtand in my way any otherwiſe, thenas a Rewſh ragge , 
which I ſhall ever have courage to tread on, as a thing de- 
ſerving no berrer entertainment with me, .then the ſalt that 
hath boſt its ſavonr, 


W.T. Our pifts, abilities, and firneſs ſor rhe Miniſtry 
(which are Gods inward Call) were firſt tryed, and 
teſtimonials of our carriage were given, 


T. S. Doth the Scriptures any where ſay, that gifts, abili- 
Fies, and filneſs for the Miniſtry are Gods inward Call> or that 
any of the Saints (ought Tellimonials of thoſe among whom 
they lived, in order cocheir being mace Miniſters > Or did 
Paxl, or Peter, keepany Chaplaines to try men, in order to 
their being orcained Miniiters; upon whoſe approbation 
they proceeded to. lay hands on them > Bur who are thoſe 
that eryed you? were they not ſuch as are like unto your 
ſelf? Conld rhey try your gitts, who had not the gift them- 
ſelves > Could thole thar were enemies to the Crofle of 
Chriſt, rry, who were fir ro be made Miniſters of Chriſt > 
Could coverous. proud,envious men,. and ſuch that were gt- 
ven co filthy lucre, try(uch as are qualified like unto them- 
ſelves > orcould ſuch Tryers do lefſe then hgnitie to the Bi: 
ſhop, and Presbyters, their a jon of thoſe men thart 11- 
ved in the {ame nature, irWhich they themſelves lived, 


w.T, And that there might be an outward Call, we were 
. Or- 


[341 
otrdained by Biſhops that were Presbyrers,, and 0» 
ther Presbyrers that were not Biſhops, who were ts 
be, andyyere, joyned with them, iniour @rdinati- 
OD, | 


T. S. You have well derived your ſucceſſion , and very 
learnedly acknowledged yonr (elf and brethren ( for you 
ſpeak.in the ptural number ) to be Romes Emiſſaries, brats of 
Babyloz , brought forth by an abominable conjunRtion oft 
Antichriftian Biſhops and Presbyters of their own creating, Is 
this your Call > and qdurſt you own. it asa Call from-Chrilt > 
Didever Jeſus Chriſt ſend rho'e that were profeſſed Ene- 
mies ro his Truth and People, who were ſo far from: havin 
the power of godlinels, thar they hated the very form thereof; 
who perſecuted Chritt and his Sainrs trom City eo City; 
who (like rayenous Wolves) thirſted after. the blood: of che 
ſheep. Did Chriſt {I (ay) ever ſend ſuch co ordain Miniſters 
co preach his Goſpel > If the Scripture be your ru'e, ſhew 
where any of Chrifts Minilters were chus ordained. 


W.T.. And being (o ordained, we have exerciſed and exe- 
cnced that Calling, nor withonr ſuch a blefling from 
heaven upon our laborrs in this Nation, as was ne- 
ver given to any falſe and unwarranted Minilry. 

T.S, It1r be a bleſſing from heaven to ger mony, and 

grow 1n riches, and worldly honour; to advance your eſtates 
by augmentations , and erinding the faces of the poor for 
Tithes; to live at eaſe, eating the far, and drinking the 
{weer ; | having your bags and \ nn filled by the ſwear of 
other mens bro\vs : Then I muſt needs confels, that-you; and 
many others of your Brerheren , have had as large a ſharz 
in the bleſſing of heaven, as anyorder of men I know in the 
Nation, Bur as for that bleſſing fram beaven which atten- 
ded the labants of the Apoltles, -conhfiing in turning mer 
from darkneſs to I'ght , from Satan unta God, how few are 
there among yo!) rhar can boat of chis bleſſing >. for who 
is turned by your Mimitry from the evill of his wayes > do 
not tho!le {ins char reigned among your hearers many years 
pat, remain amone them. (11! > are not chey thar were 


proud 


[35]. : 
prond, covereous, envidus, backbirers, dotb!s dealers,” matiy 
years agoe, ſtillthe ſame > Read thoſe words of Feremiih, 
Chap, 23. 31; 32. Behold [ am againit the Prophets, ſuich the 
Lord, that uſe their tongues, and ſay, He ſaith; Behold [ 'am 
ag 4inft thens chi propheſie falſe Dreams,” and ds tell hea,” and 
cauſe my. people to erre; by their lies,and by th:ir lightneſs, yet I 
ſens them not, nor commanded them therefore they jhall nor profit 
this people ar all, ſa.thth: Loyd, Andare the'people profited 
by. your Miniitry > Nay are you nor bicter ene:mies to thoſe 
who: have profited by the teachings of the Lord > Are not 
they inthe: Nation, who are (tbrough grace) pluckr' oat ot 
rhe inate of the Devill, che chief mark again;t which you 
ſhooc> And as any (ſlecing through your thin covering of 
outward proteſſinn) do come to bear teſtimony again(i.your 
hypocrie, and deceit : is not your tury and rage increated 
azain{t chem > Andare the(e things a b/eſſing from Heaven , 
and 4 pooof of your Miniſtry > | 
You charge me in the next place with cloſing with them, 
who wander about tht Nat on leaving the.r own places and calt- 
ings , and. employ themſelves in a way of wine ſſing (much 
whereof will bz found to be a bearing falſe witneſs) wherennto 
they have no due , nor true, call from God or man, '- 
. T,5. Is it wandring for any to goto and.fro to declare 
that which-they have heard ana ſeen of the word of eternall life? 
If {o, what were Pawd and Peter ,' and many other Saints of 
old, but w4uderers >: and thatinet ont pabout ene; bur many 
Nations; chrough which they paſfed; declaring what wis re- 
vealed to themirom the Lord, With iveh Wanderers I de- 
fre alwayes to cloſe: Aud if this be the blacke(t character' 
of reproach. yow! have to'faſteri on-me . I ſhall yer ſtady ro 
become more witein your eyes ; and ſhall <eiteeihrhat' my 
giory which you intend {or my reproach, IS 
Might-nnr the falſe Teachers ot 0!&, on as juſt ground re- 
vile the Saints for clots with Peter, and others, who leit 
their Callings, wandering to and fre , -as the Lord direSted 
thei; and for 'clefing with Paw, who { asche Scripture 
bzarerh'Record')' rravelled through niany Nations, and as be' , py” 
went continued” witneſſing both ro ſmall and preat' ſhying n0 Fiat 
other things then thoſe which the Prophets and Moſes did ſay a Os 
ſhonld core? As toc luch as b:ar falſe wineſs, do but point 
G : them 


[36] 
them our, and provertheirteflimony to be falſe; andiffown 
them, then charge me with fin ; bur till then, 1 ſhall efteem 
your words but the birth of a ſcornfull and unſavory ſpi- 
Rite 1. - | 
.  Yauare angry.(but.in win) that the Lord hath raiſed up 
ſo many ro witneſs 4gainlt the abominations of the Adell- 
Shephearas in the Nation , who havea longtime cauſed the 
people to erre, teaching for Dofrme the rraditions of men ; ha- 
ying on Sheeps Cleatbing , bur are-within Ravening Wolves , 
who are ſuch as their Predeceſſors the Scribes and Phariſees 
were, Painted Sepulchers, all gloriow withoue, but within full 
of roxrenneſs, With thole that witneſs againit ſuch, do I cloſe ; 
pe. and am ready, with thouſands more in the Natien, to 
5x ad reſflimony againſt them, even unto bends, and unto 
ath, F | 
| Bur why do you nat come where theſe falſe-witneſs. bea- 
rersare, as you call them, and manitetthemro be ſuch, that 
ſathe People may beware of them >: You, and your Bre- 
theren of rhe Clergy, bave a rare faculty of conquerino men 
in.the Pxlpits, Wap whom you never {pake, and riding tri- 
umphant over thole, who. never had liberty or opportunity 
ro return you an Aniwer,_ | 
You are very excellent at confuting men ar the greateſt 
diRance, and damning things and perſons for errors and 
Herericks , ip the abſence of the, concerned: And fo you 
mete worſe.meaſurero many that are innocent, then Þ:lats 
and the Jews did unto. Chriſt , via, by condemning 
__ not onely, without} a. cauſe, but before they are-. 
hear | 
,.T,S,, Lask, did you receiye that giſt by. the laying on of 
the hands of. the Presbytery, which JT imahy did > or did 
you only imitate, O's, "33744 407 4 | 
WT. It. Timothy received extraordinary gifts. in- that 
; Way; tothat we donor. pretend, as being proper. to 
choſe rimes, &'c, ul 
. T. S., The. gift:chat I asked you,, whether you had: re- 
ceived, was that which, Timerby received: by' the laying 92 of 
hands, which he was exhorted to ftir-gp, which the Scrinevre 
dorh no where call extraordinary, And itchis be the gfe you 


pre» 


[37] | 
pretend.not to, Ithink, in that you do welh, ''not to pretend 

to.thas which you never received, | as 
Bur why do. youthen'precend to 77morb/es Miniltery , 'if 
you pretend not to his gift > And as for your difiinRion be- 
rwixt that laying on ot hands that did confer extraordinary 
£i/t&and thac which d:d promote —_— Idiiownit , as 
mPFWhich che Scripture knowerh.not, bur is a _dillinction 
ot, your own creating, It's uſuall with tho'e that call them- 
ſelves Minifiers in the Nation ,- when they praQtife that 
which the Scripture allowerh nor, to help chemſelves by 
ſome groundleſs ditiinction or other ; and if they are de- 
manded, touching the qualifications of rhe Miniſters of Je- 
ſus Chriſt in Scripture , chen to diſclaim any pretence to 
them, as ſuch 4s-were proper to thoſe times 5 And were not the 
bolineſs, patience, ſobriety, meekneſs, freedom from the love of 


filthy lucre and covetouſneſs, found in the Miniſters of Jeſus 


Chriſt, mentioned in Scripture, alſo proper to thoſe times 7 

If you layclaim tothern, it \were well if you would ſheiv 
that they are indeed within you, by bringing forth more 
_—_ fruics ofrhem in your converſations, then at chiis day 
you do. 

You call the ceremony of laying on of hands , a fit ſign of 
Jour being appropriated wnto God, 

T.S, Many amongſt you that received this ceremony , 
are found wa)kins in the paths of the Devill, being ſwearers, 
drunkaras, revilers, and openly prophane , and are om not 
aſhamed to ſay, that that ceremony is 4 ſign of their bring ap- 
propriated unto God > Andas forthe motto rhe reft of you, 
you are hardly come to ſo high a pitch of holineſs, as the 
Scribes and Phariſees (who drew the blood of Chtiſt) in 
witneſſing the out-ſide of the Pot cleanſed. 

Is there amongthe moſt ignorant, any eye ſo blind, rb 
whom your ſpors ot pride, coveronſneſs, envy, oppreſſion, ate 
not viſible 2- And are you yeriuch as are appropriated wuwto 
God. They that are appropriated unto God are tound doing 
the will of God, and working the works of God ; but ſo are 
noc moſt of yop, who ſet npyour own wills in oppoſition to 
the will of God ;. and whoſe works are not. ſuch as wete 
wrought. by the holy men of God, mentioned in the Scrip- 


cure, 
G 2 You 
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You ſay ſurther rouching Impoſition of hands , that you 
own 1 43 4 ver) antient Ceremony, and ſigu of conſecration, and 
of the bleſſing of God ſetling on them ſo conſecrated, 

T.S.: Dothe. Scriptures any where call that Impoſition - 
of hands. (of which we wee {peaking 'nſeden thoſe that 
were made. Deacons) 4 {gn of conſecration >. and is igfyio- 
a fign of the bleſſing of Ged ſetlng on them that rece-ve ity Fith: 
not impoktion ot hands been u{ed on thoſe that are enemies 
to God, and goognels, ſuch as are before mentioned And 
doth the bleſſing of God ſettle on juch > 15 the bleſſixg of God, 
or the woe and the curie,to the [dof-Sbepherd, and floathtull 
Hireling, chat maketh it his bufineſs to.teed him!elt, and ro 

rtecute the poor flock of Chrilt > You cannot avoid piv- 
10g thee the bleſſprgallo (who are ſor the curie ) for theſe ' 
alio had that mock-ſhew , and empty..imitation of Jaying 
x of hands, by the Biſhops and theirPresbyters u'ed on: 
them. 

Next you ſpend ſome time to.ptove, that laying on of hands 
i not the foundation of your Call, 6? 

T.S. To which I thall onely ſay, That you eſleem ir ſo. 
much the foundation of your Call, that you judge him 10. 
Miniſter that hath not received it ; and who. ſo hath received 
it, you preſemcly eſteem him a Minilier, 

After this, having demanded of you an examp'e.in Scrip- 
core , where any of the Saints or Minilers of Jeſus Chriit 
did perſecue any man lor Conſcience ſake, 

You an{wer , : 

W.T, That bad Miniſters ſhould perſecute, is no won” 

der, &'c, 

T. 5. Then from yaur own lips we may conclude, that 
they chat do perſecxre are bad Miniſters, And then how tew 
aie there — tound that are good 2 Is not the biood-rhir- 
ty ſpirit of Saul, manifeſtly {een in the generality of tho'e 
that call themſelves Miniſters in the Nation > Have not they 
who conſcientiouſly refuſed to Joyn with them in their will- 
worſhip for ſeverall years paſt (yea and at this day) been the 
objeRts of rheir.wrath, and violcnce #- And what hath been 
rhe obſtacle to their. execution of as great cruclty on the 
Saints in theſe dayes , as Sal did mf on intho'e> fave- 
that, as his Commiſſion was of equal extent with his , ll. 

thee. 
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the'e: hare-had their wills ro pere-ute: larger they their 
Comiruſions, | | 
_. And whereas you ſay that d'vers who aſſume to themſelves 
the name of Saints, do.perſecure the general company of oxdina- 
ry Mmniſters,and ao in their ſcolding Books caſt all the reproach 
thty can upon them, 

T. S, 1anſwer, They who were Saints ofo!d, mentioned 
in the Scripture , did call an /del ſhepherd by his name, and 
a greedy dumb Dog by his name; and if any that are called 
Saires, Coat this day call the ſame periovs bythe ſame 
name, Iknow no reaton why you ſhouldcall ir perſecur'oy, 
un1els it were perſecution in the Prophets of the Lord men- 
' tioned in-Scripture who did the fame, If any there be, who 
charge thoſe with that of which they are not guity, I am no 
Patron of them, bur do judge them Revi'ers, 

When. I ask youin che next place for an Example.in Scrip- 
ture, where any ot the Sarnts did cail to the civill power to 
punith Hereticks, you quote me, in an{wer, the example of - 
Eljjah, 1. Kings 18.19.20, 

T.S, It 4ce'verth that the pradtiſe of Chriſt, and his 
Apoittes, wiil atford you no example, that youare feign to go 
ſo tar back as tothe practice of Elijab, which yer will not at 
ail terve your turn ; tor, 

I: tiow do you prove the Prophets of Baal to be Here- 
ticks > unieis you wiil lay that the poor [ndians in America, 
W/10 worthip the Sun. aad Moon , and oth2r pieces of the 
Creatior, ate Heret:cks, | | 

2. Dorh that Scripture ſay that Elijah called ro Abab to 
puniſh Baals Prophets , who was himlelf a worſhipper of 
Baal? Or doth it ore: y ſay that he bid him ſend and gather 
them together > Andco you read that Ahab did more then 
Elijab ceiired of hi ? Nouit1C erewEl e that 'rwas no woye 
der that the Apoſtles d d not call ro the c/vil prweys to puniſh 
Heret'ckhy who could nor hope that Heathen Magiſtrates would 
do any th'ng.in it : And mt, it not be a grearer wonder, that 
Elijah ſrrov d call ro Ahab, to punith tho'e who worſhip- 
ped the {ame I&coll with Lim.e!!, with any hope to have his 


Call aniivered, 


G3 3. Beſides 
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;  .Befides the Prophets. of Baa were'not executed by 
any Order or Command of eAhab ; bur what was done on 
them, can be looked on as no other then the fruir of that 
compa& made betwixt E/jah and the Prophets of Bea/(with 
the conſent of the people) fignified by their abooſing onch 4 
Bullock, to ſlay , the Contumptien of whoſefleſh on the At. 
tar by fire from Heaven, ſhould be the Criterion,by which-the 
living God ſhould be known in the view of all the people. 
Neither can it be imagined, bur that if Elijab's God had nac 
rhar day been known to be the God thar 4»ſwered by fire, the 
portion of Baals Prophets had fallen to Elijah's lor, 


W.T.But I wonder what Calls to puniſhment you can {pe- 
Cifie that are ſntable to your complain”, 


T. S. Nay I can ſpecifie calls both from Preſſes, and Pal- 
pits, that are much more then ſ#irable ro my complaint ; the 
tound-of which is gone up 1nto the ears of the Lord of 
Hoſts, who will cercainly avenge the blood of rhe-innocent, 
that at this day ſuffer under the 6blood-thirſty Generation of 
1doll-Shepherds in this Nation, Do you ask me what calls to 
puniſhment I can ſpecifie > Lec almolt every priſon this day in 
England (peak, and they will aniwer for me : Whereis there 
almo/t one, in which ſome innocent heart or ether doth nor 
lie in bonds for the teſtimony of Jeſjes Chriff, and thatar. the 
infligation and procurement of {ome or other of your: perſe- 
cuting generation > What. do your Pulpits more frequently 
breath, and belch ont ar this day, then. chreatnings againit 
chole that walkinnocently, and uprighely in the Land? fur» 
ring up, and conjuring the Magiſtrates to impriſon and pun-. 
iſh cho'e as Herericks and blaiphemers, whom the Lord doth 
fir up to bear reftimony again(t your deceit and abominati-. 
ens? Is it not at this day as it was of old;when the finglevoye. 
ces of the people could nor, rhen did the voyces of the Chief 
Prieſts (acded to them) prevail,tor.a ſentence of death againſt 
innocent Jeſu; in whomalthough Prie(t-ridden Pilat could: 
finde nothing worthy of bonds or of death, yet to gratifie the. 
impernous in{is of that murderous Crew of Scribes, Phayis. 
ſeer, and Chref Prieſts ,he mult be given up to their mercileſs 

cru- 


_ 
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Trelries, 23s blaſphetmer , and Ceceiver, tbbe cracified, 
And as the witneſs of God in Pi/ars Conſcience ( bearing 
reſtimony ro the innocency of Jeſus) mace him unwilling 
roſertence him tothe Croffe ; bur it was overcome by the 
inceſſant urgings of the Cheif Prieſts and Phatiſtts : So 1 
doubt not but the ſame witneſs of God in rhe Conſciences 
of molt in Authority, would keep them from executing 
wrath and yiolence, on many thar are innocent ( as at this 
day ) were they not hurried on by the clamor and ont-cryes 
©: that ſame Generation that drey the blood of Chriſt ar Je- 
raſalem, And I do believe, that wete the hand that holdech 
the Sword, as ready to ſtrike, as the #/;inud Guides of this Na- 
tion are to call for execution: the cruelty of Queeh aries 
dayes wou!d {oon be our-done by them ; and as much as 
in _ lyeth, the name of Iſrael would be cut aff from the 
Lan | 


W.T, Andliet mertell you withall, that Chriftians wall 
one day cue che liberty oi thele vayes, 


T.S, Sodciffculta thirg is it tor any man to have avi 
rous,. per:ecuting piit Je, ing in his breaft, and not difto- 
ver it by the t1uns tik1eot. Do you guaſh your reeth for an- 
verand are you toin.enteG in your fpirit, becaute others 
ave a fa(r of tliat which you injoy at the tuil > Would yow bave 
Giberty of ((onſcience, and would you not giveit 2 areyou of (0. 
barbatous a ipirit, that having your :e 1 but a tew years paſt, 
otten your neck irom uncer the woodden yoaks ol the Bj> 
Frops you are nov angry that /row yoars are not prepared, 
and laiu pon the necks ot others? A e not you of the num- 
ber ot. tho e who (nor many years ime Peach'tand Print- 


ed Parliament anu peop Cc mto armes, anc. into blood, for the | 


reſcuing 0: you tion. vnder rhetyranyny and cpprefſion of 
the Bhops 2 an! are you now acted by (Oo unrighteous a prins 
ciple, that. being got into the Chair . you wound become 
Judges of what :1berty others ſhou.d have? to whom you 
wou.d me.ure out nomore, then wou:d we: i contifti with 
the 'i;ppoit ot your own Ni-»4 > Was it-tyranny in the Fi- 
ſhops ro periectte hoe that were in their dayes ca ed Pari- 
pans ? and may the then- Pwritans, now periecute others and 
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beheld blamelefſe > Were not you, -and thermoſk zealous of 
' your brtheren, as gro:s heretickg in the eyes of the -B ſhops 
then, as they whom you invocare. the civiil power to punih 
as hereticks at this day, arein yours > Andit ic were oppreſſt- 
en in them, to punith you tor conicience lake; is it ;yot the 
lame (aggravated) in you, on the ſame ground to:puniſh 
others > What 2 was alt that precious bioud and vaſttrea. ure, 
ſpilc and ſpent in the late wars, hazarded one:y 'or- the. re- 
demprtion of Jiberty of Conicience, to the ;:mperious Clergy ? 
Vill nothing ſatise- your unſatlable iu.is , unieis. you can 
have the necks of all men under your teet, and become car- 
vers at diſcretion,of that to others ; in the purchale of which 
their bloud haye had a ag rw ſhare then yours? Isit not 
ſufficient that you #ſ#rp Anthority over mens eflates (contia- 
ry to the Law of Chriit) unie(s you can allo fit as Lords and 

ings, ruting over their conſciences > 1 know no liberty in 
thete dayes , that Chritizans will, on jutter grounds ever r#e, 
then that /:berty, which you, and your bretheren, aſſume to 
your {elves, to take away the Jiberty of others, more righte- 
ous then you, A 


W.T, For though liberty be a good thing, yer it is nor 
good for Chilcren ; ics weakiings tempration, and 
jecucers advantage, 


T. S. ' Why had not you ſpoke ont.-plain Engliſh, and. ſai} 
that liberty is 4 good thing tor us (that are called). Mniſters; 
bur ir is dangerous ior the people, to-have any more then we 
al ot them... When you cryed 0i old to your Fathers the Bj- 
ſheps tor iiberty of Con'cience, wouid you. have jucged it a 
rexionable an{wertor them to have ſaid, | Libersy is 4 good 
thing for us that are B ſhaps ; bur at's not vood lor you that 
are our ch;{dren ot the Presbytery ; ior :ome of you are weak, 
lings ( of whom wearc watu iytender ). and iiberty is your 
tempt -1t10u ; Of: hers of  vorare heretichs, 1 ary tn it 
will be your adv2»Fage ; thereio:e gond cb ldrew be contenc 
tO have no more of this 44«gerows good thing ca'led liberty 
of Copiczen.e, then we your ipirituali Fathers ſhall think 
meet toalloi yov, This would haye been « fone in ftead 
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of bread anda Serpent in tead of Fiſk then ; but: now it's 
 eſoras meat for che children in theſe days, Bur why is 
not liberty good for the children 2 is any thing: too good for 
the children of che Lord ? your judgment 1s veryfalſe in 
this ching,and not according totruth ; forthe Lord, by the 
mouth of Pay! , giveth his children 7iberty of proving all 
things, and (on proot ) to hold faſt that which is good ; and 
canthere be greater /iberty then this > I ſhall clofe this with 
this Query, : 

Whether do you, andthe relt ofche Teachers of this Na- 
tion, judge your ſelves,to be of the number of;choſe that are 
children, .or not > pn 8 : 

If nor, your ;portion is ſad, and you are ſhut out from en- 
rrance into. the Kingdome of God, It you ate, rhen neither is 
liberty good for you ; for, thowgh.it be a good thing, yer it is 
wor p34 children. 


WT, Ifprejudice have nor blinded your eyes, you may 
ſee that there are a'vvery conliderable company of 
Minitters, that, :chrough the grace of God, are inch 
as Paul ipeaking ro_ Timothy, 1 Tim. 3, Tequireth 
they ſhould be, I-mean as humane infirmicy will 

[, 


T. S. The Lord is my record, that whar I writ formerly y 
and do now write, relating to tho{ezcalled Miniſters,procee- 
dednor at all from prej#aice againſt any mans perſon ; 'bur 
from that deep lenſe I had, and lill have, ot all rhar deceit, 
mypeer , and: abomination, that reignerh in the mid of 
them ; againſt which I ſhall efteem ic a mercy, to be ever 
found faichful in bearing my teſlimony, . _ 

And wheteas you ſpeak of a very conſiderable company of 
then which are ſuch as Paul in his Epiſtle to Timorhy requi- 
reth they ſheuld be,Lert me deſire you to weigh what you have 
faid, and let us p:ove them by thoſe qualifications, the Apo- 
file chere mentioneth ; and-chen 4ee if chouſands of. Saints ; 
inthe Nation,will not 2ppear as Witneſſes againſt you, for 
ſpeaking a thing ſo ucrerly falſe, _ _ ER 
Thegnalifications chere required, ar, thar they Thould 
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be blameleſs, vigilant, ſober, of good behviouy gronte hiſpic a- 
Ley, apt; ot ea X - Wot given to Wine,nd ftr: uingt tore of ihe 
thy Incre but patient ; wot brawlers, pot tovetows, Now do you, 
and the refl of you that call your ſeives Minitters, prove your 
Ties by theſe qualifications , and rhen' ler that'of God, in 
your o\yn Conſciences be Judge; whether there be a con fide - 
rable number of ſuch in the Nation, 
And whereas you'come in, with a ſave-alt ar laſt 'to help 
the matrer,ſaying.thar chey are ſnch,as Paul requirtth, (as bre- 
mane infirmity will bear.) | 


T.S. I an{ver, that this hath no weight in ic at all; for 
admit that for a plea , and the filthie(t thE(hepheard in the 
Nation, may be judged (6 qualified, as Pay required,” For it 
you meet with one that ful of ſpots (of which'there is too 
oreat a number ) he will tell you that he is blameleſſe, as bu- 
mane infirmity will bear, Take'others that are uniober, and 
of yery evill' behaviour (with which” rhe'Nation gdorh 

, fatarny and they will tell you,they are ſober and of good beha- 
wViour, as hun;ane infirmity will bear, © Aska Hireling that is a 
"common drwnkara, or ſtriker, or greedy of filthylucre, or a 
brawler, or covetous, (from ſome of all which) ſcatce a corner 
of rhe Nation is free) I ay, Ask them whether” they are ſo 
qualified as Paw! required the Miniſters of Chriſt, ot old, to 
be qualified, and they —_— lay, they are ſo, 'a5 humane in- 
_ firmity will bear, | And thus humane infirmity will ferve for 
an ASTLU MM, t6 ſhelter the moſt abominable Prieſts 


- In Rome, and be tor a corering to all'of the ſame Generation 


in this,and all Nationsthroughour the world, 


W. T. Upon the Whole, ler me ſeriouſly remember you'of 
this, that it hath ever been the Devils grand Deſign, 
| (wherein he hath palpably plaid Wis part'in our. lare 
' Changes) tothrow down the Miniſtry, 


T.S. That Miniſtry, by which the Kingdome of Jefus 
Chriſt (who came ts diftroy his parks) is advanced, the Devil 
efipned againſt: , bur that Miniftryby which the King- 

of eAnticbrift is upheld , abit thie' works of cheDevill 
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maintained, hath bim for ics pacroy, Whegethis, Miniſtry, 
i5;and, whether the Devil hath been av inraments delgning, 
che throwing down, or the upholding of chis Miniſtry, leg. 
all that are wiſe-hearted judge, '- TOY TTL Oe 


AT," Is'nor enough for him (vis, the Deyjl) that, Blr, 
ſhops be raken away,branch and roots unleſs he.cogx, 
out the Minilicy alto, | | 


'T.S, Ineyer heard before, that the, Devd took away, the | 
Biſhops: Anditit was he that didir, ſure Iam, heyas not; 
alone in the af, but had many co-workers with.him., who, | 
do, in words, bid great defiance to the Devil: 1 could ſoon-. 
call niore then a cloud of witneſſes, to prove, that many © 
the molt zealous Teachers of cho{e tzmes,: had.an eminepr 
ſhare in chat work of removing the Biſhops.; in which , if 
you allow the Devil alſo a part, either he wrought by chem , 
or they by him : bur whether ofrhe twain, I ſhall leaye you 
tro determine, | 9 

Andwhereas you ſpeak of Bhops. being taken, away :rooe, 
and branch , it you accule the Dept tor. being an, agentun 
rhe buſineſle (as plainly you do) you do him wrong,. in beats, 
ing falſe witnels againſt him ; for chey were not pluck'c up 
yoot and branch ; if they had, he had ſure-enough ar the ſame. 
time rooted out your Miniſtry allo, as ajplant ofthe ſame 
root : 

No,no,the Devil is wiſer then fo ; if he did take away the 
Biſhops , it was onely as men take away the withered tops of 
trees, that ſo a number of young ſprexts might groiv in their 
room, It's requilite ſomerimes that the old trees ſhould be 
removed,which ſhade and keep down the young plants, that 
by che others removal, they may the more thrive & flouriſh? 
Have there nor upon the removal of one Biſhopin a Dioceſs, 
many ſtores grown up in his room ? whoſe /rttle fingers 
prave far heavier then the Biſhops loms > (euihat chey that can- 
not worſhip the Beaſt in the Nation, haye, onely changed 
cheir rask-maſters; and whereas of old they had burvne 1p 
many miles, now they feel the ſcourge of one almoſt in every 
Parith, Angifthe Devil did play his part in theſe changes, he 
ne js H 3 acted 


| ©. WOOT Nis TIO 
ated like himſelf, viz, very ſubrilly;in making a great noyſe-- 
abonr the taking away of n4mes ard offices, bur leaving. the. 
things and power (till tanding, 


| Neither need: on fear the Dyvills ds | gning the roots up; 

your Miniſtry , for he was never found lefſe then a friendto. 
char which is a ſypport to, his own Kingdom: and whilelt 
chat the works ot the fleſh are praRtiſed, and patronized » 
his.work is not hindred. Certainly the Devil. will contri- 
bure the help of both his hands , to the uphoding of that. 
Miniltry,that can cover over the filthieſt lults,both in them- 
ſelves and others, of pride, envy, covetoulnels, and bitter. 
perſecution, with the ſpecious vail of humane infirmity, 


W.T.. ſhall wiſh you ſo far a Quaker;as to:-fear and trem-. 
[4 ble to a& his deſign, 


| T.S, Do you.with meevill, or good, in wiſning mea . 
; if Qwxaker > If gvitl, you break.the Law of. Chriſt, in wiſhing. 
Fi tharito anorher » you would nor have him wiſh to you : .1t 

| 20d, then'1t's a good thing to be a Qzaker by your own con- 
'v teſſion ; to fear and tremble to att that which is eyill, And 
how mach do you contradi& your ſelf, in firivine to make. 
| matter of reproach to me, that Itloſe with thoſe called. 
þ Quakers, when as I'cloſe with yo other then thoſ= that fear 
| andtremble,before the mighty God of Jacob, which you cannor 
[ bur-own as a good thing > Bur what is te deſign I mu't fear 
[1 and tremble to aft ? is ic to endeavour the.rooting our of your 
Miniliry > And why fear angeremble at it > Is your MiniRry 
ſuch a precious plant, that it may nor be p!uckr. up, under 
l! the ſame penalty as was in eating the forbidden fruit e are you 
[| juch holy-chings, that you may nor be touchr, but it mult be 
It; eſteemed a prophanation > This isa fine ſcar-crow. to af- 

| fright ignorant {ou!s from taking up the skirt of your cover- 
ing, and viewing your h/ddex abominations that lie under. 
But as for myſelf | know that my truſt is on the Lord for 
power to be made able, andwilling, to ſeal my teflimony 
with my blood, agatnſithe horrible wickedneſs of. thoſe that 
call rhemſelyes the Miniſters of Chriſt, but are not : who - 
under their fair. yizards; are full of filthineſs, and polices ; 
Wago- 
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ho. ch'in words again! } whiar they a  cheix. 
ne phors whoſe heatts are full of bled RS what 
they manifeſt by their birrer perſecution of Chrif, in his in- ' 
NOCENAT Lambs, b | x 


1,T.. And leemetell you further , thaxif God love this 
Nation , and intend to (ſhew us mercy, you ſhall 
finde that he will hold theſe Stars in his right hand, 

Fo ©: : 
TS. Stars full of filch, and p6llution;thar ſhine'not with 

- the pure light of the Lord , char ſerverather ro;ſer the Na- 

cron on fire, then to lead ir to peace and reſt, the Lord ho1d- 

eth not in his right-hand for he is of purer hands then ro 
couch'ſuch uncle things : - Neither can'it be efteemed the 
frijic of his /ove and wercy, tothisor any other Nation:, but 

of his ſore difpJeaſure, that ſuch Stars are, and do multiply + 

in the midtt thereof, And let me allo rell you, that wete not 

the falſe Prophets held fafler in the hand of the Beaſt, than 
in the handot the Lord, they vould ſoon 'drop down- from 
the firmamenr of this worlds pomp, and glory, 'into'rlia $ox-« - 
tomleſs pit, out of which they did at firit ariſe;  ''' © 


From hence you proceed ro mention five Queries, pro- 
poſedro you in my laſt ; ro which you rerurn'nodire&t An» 
kver, bur inflead thereof you offer a heap of infipertinenr 
words, and many groundleſs diftinftions: ro whith;'(being 
nottothe things ſpoken to ) I ſhall nor ſpendrime ro make: 
Reply ; on'y byrhe way I ſhall note two things, with which - 
you falfly accuſe me; | 


1. Thefirſt is, that Tinveigh againſt hamane learning,”. 


T.S. To which I anſwer, thar I neither did, nor do - 
veigh againſt:-humane learning : Let iriſtand where it ſhould , 
and Iam very well content, If any man ſay, a Tile-ftone'is 
not fir to 'make a foundation Ftoxe for a building, ' mult ir 
preſently be concluded, that he denyeth the uſe of tile-' 
ones > The greatelt meaſure of humane Learning cannot 
render the garuall man ſpirienall, which you your ſelf are con» 

H3, frained-. 
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bs ; $r6kawiledgn) bur doleave him ll carne, who 

| 15sſkn,pur-forever from mhfcernmgttiechings.ot .God.. "The, 
Myſtedits-ofthe Kingdom of God, arebid from the wiſe and. 
prudent, and revealed unto Babes,” Panl with all his learning. 
perſecuted ow Chriſt ( as many do at this day) neither did 
all'itharw ehadigo;iewatthefeerl.ol Ganmeicl, adyance 

him onefe p pearer-to the-knowledge:of the Sorrof-God, of 

' whom he'was as/1gnorant,, asthe mott:unlearned perſon un- 

der heaven, untill the Lord revealed him unto him, The 

knowledge of the Father and the Son (to kyow whom 5 eter- 

141l lifa),6an-never. be- gained by Rudy,: For wo man>knoweth 

the Sou br. the Father.,. neither Cs any man the: Father , 

ſave tht. Sen ,, and bei to- whomſoever the Son will reveal Him, 

There4s'nothine more manitelt chenthis, rhac many 1a this. 
andcheby-pali Aggs, which; bave precendedro., ſeek, Chrilt 

by: muck» fiudy, have and-do- impriſen.,, and. cracifie him, 
whete/thepfurdebim, - 17 oo, 
- +; - You accuſe me/with:ſeck;ng to juſbifre abſurd. Tenents, 


| T-:8.:Jot which I ſhall oply ay, That I ſeek torju/fifieno.. 
Tendpts;; but fuch. as-.a)fo the Scripture dath juſtifie: And 
if you call ſuch abſurd. Texenrs, Ido then indeed leek to. ju- 
ſtifie Tenents that are abſurd, | 

Ir's no rare thing with yourhar pretend your ſelves Lea- 
ders/of the. people, toeticem anything an abſurd Tenent 
thonghnever fo clearly owned by the. Scriprure) that cro!- 
athiyodr gain.oryour glory,;/ And theretore (untill you can 
Prove that whereof you.accuſe meY1 ſhall paſſe it over as a 
tcandall;/ that you have ready to throw upon any man that 
hath ſo mnch honelty and courage, as to bear Teflimony 
againſt all your falſe wayes and worſhips. | 
Many mote expreſfions.you add touching Learning, which 
| do not at all an'wer my Queries; repeating again thar di- 
| ſundionof: an ordinary atdextraordinary Call; to which the 
| Scripture being/wholly a ſtranger, 1 ſha!l paſle ir. qver as that 
which de@&rvethno other Anſwer, but to be diſowned. 

-. Aﬀrer this you come to {peak.at che light within, 1cs lead- 
ing to Julificacion, choſe that arecavght by it; upon which 
you-come to ſuppoſe a meaning and ſay, That the light they 
ſpeak, of, they make to be alight, enlightrniog every. ne that. 
sowes into the world, Ho 7T.S, To 


_ FS," To which Tanker; That ifrhey-makento .moce of 
*thar 'Jighr , theh the 'Scrptunormzketh'df ir, rheyvarecnide 
- therein ford ertinp frontherruth,/ /2Now- wherkerigloth 
-notthe $cripenre relttfie; that Chniff '#s i theearurlight har da. 
 lighterieth- every man that cometh into; thewortd vid "allo, 
that he that follewath vhat light, ſhall not-walk in darkmtfſs; bar 
ſhall have the light of life > | 98 | 
And whereas you-quote that placeyRom,10,14;/Howſhall 
they believe in him, of whom they have not heard >'You might 
have fonnd an anſwer if you had looked a lurle turrher, viz. 
in the 18, Verſe, where it's written, But I ſay, have-they not 
heard? yes verily; their ſound went into all the earth, and their 
- words into the end of 4be world, 'To which" 1'{hall onely add 
theſe four following Queries,and cloſethis, ) £304 


I Query. whether had not the L1yYd his witneſs inthe 
Hearts of thoſe, of whom Paul ſpeaketh 13 bu firſt 
Cbapter.to the Romans, ,. convincing them of, aud 
condemning themyor frazthawgh.tt was kept under, 

: 8nd held 14 unxighteoufneſs 2 av, 


'2' Query. whether that which left 'them without ex- 
© Cuſe , 414 pot alſo, reveal tothem the way tq life't 
which if” it ha!l not done, whether bad they not, Geer 
excufat le > ; WE 
3. Query. ether were they.condemned , becauſe they 
\ knew'#0: God ov po aiſobedience againſt the baght 
' they had, in that they glorified him not'as | God, accor- 
ding to the meaſure 1 Lght they bad receeved > 


4 Query. . If they had obeyed and glorified God, accor- 
| dg : that t9r th. li reg ds they 
. had recerved, whether bad theybeen. camdemucd 3 


{Hy A 
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., - T8. And now 1 am come to your laſt Dart you ſhoo at 
- mez: which you diſcharge wich ſo much paſſion, as if you had 
;\#eſerved: the. very/botrom: of the. ratncour of your ſpirir , as 
- «<< ſharpe(t Rone-ta throw at me; in concluſion, acculing me 
of ;raling , 'and-uling groundleſs and inſolert exclamations ; 
- with many. other expreſſions ,,ſayouring of much fury and 
birrermeſs, | NY, at.” | 

Now: whether Iam become rhus your Enemy, for telling 

:youthe truch, or the contrary . I ſhall leave co be derermi- 

_ ned by all that live in the fear of the Lord , from what fol- 
loweth. DT Te Oh, | 

"The thing char 1 charged you with, was the deniall of Je- 

. fus Chriſt ro be within s;; which charge I grounded on theſe 
words of yours, v:z, };. | SITES wa 

W.T. The Scripture faich,That we are juſtified freely by the 

. grace of God, through the redemption and righteouſneſs of Jeſus 
Chriſt, which i not within us, but without us, | 

Now the thing in controverhe: berwixrt you and my ſel 

Is, in which of theſe two orders theſe words muſt be read 

* either thus, Which REDEMPTION and RIGH- 
TEOUSNESSE it not within w; or, Which FESUS 
CHRIST isnet withinws, You would have them (to 
ſave your (elf out of the mire ) to be 'read in the former or- 
der; (v:z.). Which REDEMPTION, and RIGH- 
TEQUSNESSE is net within w, Which being ſuppo- 
ſed, I demand of you two things. 

1. What number isthe word [WHICH] the Singu- 
lar, or the Plural > The Singnlar you cannot ſay, unleſs yon 
will detroy your Grammer, which ſaith, That many Antece- 

" dants fguler hoving 4 conjunttion copulative coming between 
then, will bavea relative Pural, This being a that the 
word{/ H IC H | is the Plural number : 1 demand, 

2. Whatis the Nomninative Caſe to the Verb{[ 71S] for 

whom you can find.no other, butthe word [WHICH |] 
and thac being the Plural number, and the :Verb[ 7 $7 the 
\ Singular number , pray, produce. me ſome Rule in your 
Gframmey that-alloweth any Concord berwixt a Verb of the 
ſingular number, and a Nominative Caſe of the Plural? So 
[zhke Ldo appeal to all that are ſober-minded, whether any 
man (taking your words plainely and honeſtly as they = , 
without 


[52] 
without altering of wreſling chem) could or can read them 
any otherwiſe chen as I did1in the iecend order, Nee 
JESUS CHRIST «s mr WITHIN ws, but without 


u, | | | 

All which being conlidered, had you in your Jaſt Letter 
( upon. a ſexious peruſal of what you had written, and ot 
what I had charged you with y acknojyledged your crrour ts 
have proceeded trom your torgertuinels of your Syntax, Or 
the ſcape of your'pen > I ſhould have been concentedly li- 
lent, ( as knowing my telf nor exempred trom all mittakes ) 
bur tince you ttand to own the expreſſion as ir iyeth, anddo 
chrow much dirt of reproach and talle accuſation upon me, 
for takin g your words arighe, according as they are written ; 
ler mexell you again, that whatever you intend, yet YOur 
lines, as they are written do blaſpbemenſly deny Jeius Chritt 
to bein uw. Andtheretore you might well have ipared your 
fo}lowing words, which are theſe, 


W.T, Whereby it cleacly appearech 'that I never ſaid that 
| Jeſus Chritt is nor within us ; bur pnely that che re- 
demprion and righteouſneſs of Chritt, by which' we 
are juflit.ed, isnor within us, but. without us ; 

and againſt that you lay (you can ſay) nothing, 


T.S, Whether you did ſay that Jeſus Chriſt is not within 
5, Or not, I ſhall leave to all that are lerious, to be determi- 
ned : And alſo, whether your repeticion of your own wozds 
be nor ſuſſicient evidence. againit your ſelf, And theretore 
I ſhall (pate ro (peak ought more touching that, and ſhall ad- 
mut your exprefſion co'be according to what you lay you in- 
tend, ( viz.) That the Reghteowſneſi and Rederwytion of Jeſus 
Chriſt, are'not within us, B without ws, AJ: 9 

Againtt which you ſay, that I fay ( [ can ſay ) nothing : Of 
which your expreſſion , I would gladly make the belt incer- 
pretation ; And thereiore ſhall nor wake it as iutending thus 
much , That Ifaid, / conld ſay nothing againſt thoſe words of 
Jours , for that never proceeded our ot my lips ; and conte- 
quent] yit would have been a falſe Charge. Bur I ſhall rake ir 
as impottivg thus much Vn neither cid, »or conld ſay any 

* thing 
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thing again what you ſpake concerning the righteonſueſs and 
Diels of Feſus Chi. Which molt favourable Interpre- 
tation of your words, do yet afgue, that you ſpeak rather 
from a Spring ot Preſumprtion, than Kno:vledge : for becauſe 
I did ſay nothing againit chem, doth i traly follow , thar I 
could ſay nothing > 1s it fair or (ber reaſoning 4 non efſe, ad 
non poſſe? becaniea thing is not, theretore it eannot be 
This 7 can ſay, that in vatn'doth he talk of, or-profeſs Chritt 
1n notion; that corh not jwirne{ls him a deffroyer of the work; 
of the Devil with; him, And if you preach Chriſtzin wordzall 
the dyes of your life,1hd do nor iwirtnels cleanſing and redem- 
prion WITH IN you,you will die polluted : and wo wnelear 
thiag ſhall ever enter into the Kingdome of heaven, It's a very 
p!ealing Religion, that hetpeth a mah onely to talk ofa righ- 
reouineſs beyond the Stars, and he.in the mean rime, livein 
fiſchineſs and polilnrion, 1 kwow no iwearers, drunkards, co- 
vetous, or prophane perſons, bur will embrace that as very 
Orthedox doctrine; which teacheth them to pretend to a 
r:ghteouſneſs and redemption ,a far off irom them, when as 
chey cannot witneſs'a waſhing, and cleanſing, from their 
mire, atid uncteaneſs w/thinthem. 

And fince 'you are (6 confident, that'Z 4» ſay nothing 
again(t what you did fo peremprorily afſerc ; I ſhall further 
offer to you by way of Inquiry,as followeth, 


'2 Qu. whether Chriſt be ſeparatle from his righteouſ- 
neſs 2 if not,whether (he being within the Saints ) 
his righteouſneſs te not there alſo> And conſe- 
quently, whether he that #enteth the righteouſneſs 
of ' Chrift to be within the Saints, doth not Llaſphe- 
moufly deny Chriſt-to. be there alſo 2 


2 Qu. Whether Chriſt Le n0t made of God unto the 
Satnti, Wiſdome, Righteouſneſs, Sanfitfication, anil 
Redeniption ; and whether 1s he ſo made to them 
mihin themor without them > 


3, Qu, 
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3 Qu. Whether” Redemption and Righteouſueſs muſt 
rot be there nituejjed , where the ſeat of anne and 
uncleanneſs # > eAnd whetber ts that ſeat of ſinue 
and uncleanne(s within or without þ 


4 Qu. whether dath xot the Scripture witneſs , that 
Chriſt gave himſelf for his , that he might redeem 
them from all inzquity, and purifie them unto him.- 
ſelf> And, whether is that Redemptiany and purt- 
fying from their tp1quity and pollution , within 
them,or without them 2 


As you dcaw nearer the concluſion of your Papers, you 
wax more fierce and furious ; caſting out a great deal of to1- 
Iy, and froath, from your unſavory ſpiric ; charging me wich 
laying foul hands on you , and reviling of Proteſtant AMiviſters, 
Kc, 


T.S. To which I Anſ\ver, That it was never my Princi- 
ple, neicher is ir my practice , to /ay violent hands upon any 
man. Andas tor that ipiric that ceacherh men to revile, I db 
abominate ic ; as ſuch, berwixt whom and rhe $pirir of the 
Lord( which is the Spirit of meekyeſs) there is no fellowſhip, 
If I were inclined to be led by example, I mult need ſay,cthat 
I mighe ere this, perte&ly have learned how to practile both 
theſe, from the example of your bretheren of the Clergy, and 
their incaged D:ſciples, who are, at this day, very frequent in 
laying their bloody Lands on the innocent ; beatimgin , and 
caſting out of their Synagogaes,and haling before Magiitrares 
and Rglers,thoie, that Gear te{ltimony againſt the {ame de- 
ceir, and hypocrifie in them , that Chritt bore teftimony a- 
gain(t, in their Predece(ſors the Scribes and Phariſees, crying 
out to thoſ2 in Authority,Crucifie them crucifie them, tor they 
are not fic to live ; foaming out mire and circ , ſpeaking all 
manner of evil cauſleſly for the truths lake, And are thele 
the Proteſtant Miniſters, you ſay, 1 revile, becauſe I ſpeak the 
plain ccuth of chem? You pretend the Scripture tor your 


rule, then let me ask you (and let that of God, 1n your owns 
I 23 Con- 


[$4]. 
Conſcience judge betwixt you and me) Dothrhe Scripture 
judge tho'e to be true Shepheards, or Wolves, that worrie and 
periecure the poor ſheep> Are they ever numbred among 
Chrifis ſheep, that devour his innocent Lambs > Is it the 
badge of the Dove-like Diſciples of meek Jeſus, to be Perſe- 
cutors, or Perſecuted > Chriſtbefore he left the world, fore- 
told what ſhould be the portion of his Minifters, and Diſci- 
ples, ( viz.) They ſhould be beatey and ſcourged in the Syna- 
Sogues , be brought before Rulers and wn, te be "4 into 
nds and Priſons, hated of all men , nay, be killed by thoſe thai 
z.calouſly intended the ſervice of God thereby. And if this be the 
portion of Chrifis Miniflers, and Ditciples, te be thus evilly 
entreated by others; can they be other then the Diſciples 
and Minitters of Antichriſt, who do them(elves beat and 
icourge, or:cauſe, others to.be beaten and ſcourged in their - 
Synageeres > who do bring before Rulers and Magiſtrates ; 
who do caſt into Bonds, and into Priſons ; who do hate, yay 
who do (for want of power in their ewn hands) flir up the 
Magiftrates to proceed totake away the lives of thoſe, whom 
they condemn for Hereticks, becauſe they canuot bow down 
and woſhip the Gold Calf which they have ſer up. Nov 
then judee (if you can) righteous judgmert (the 7 ree by bss 
fruits) and ſay, it ſuch as theſe be your Proteftam Mnifters, 
tor ſpeaking truth.of whom (without flattery) you accuſe me 
of reviling ; and tell me if theſe be. the Minitiers of Chriſt , 
who de not abide 1n the doQtrine of Chriſt, who never per- 
ſecuted. any man,, nor gave any ſuch Commandement to 
tho(e that were his; but inſtead thereof,did firive to fore-arm 
them agaip(t all che ſore perſecuticns they ſhould uncergo 
from the hands of the falſeTeachers, and their zealous Pro- 
{elyres, And therefore, whatever the dorine of theſe your 
Proteſtant Miniſters be, ſure Iam, their deeds are evilt, - 
and may expectrhe reward of thoſe that ſay,and do nor. 
; Thus-bave I craced you {even unto wearine(s) through the 
dark aud crooked paths of your arguings, and afſertions, cen- 
rained in your laſt Papers, And now a tew words, by way of- 
Reply, to your Satyrical Monitoric adcedin your conciut.on, 
and I ſhall cloſeal]],. 


PR 1n 
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In which you charge me very highly, bur ey nar | 
Specific (ome of tas of {apr yr, in which. 
L live contrary to the truth , and I ſhall ſoon diſown them. 
Otherwiſe you heat the winde,in nay a great noiſe with 

our Rhetorick touching dangerous Prattices and Opinions ;. 
bor neither have quored, nor can prove any upon me. With 
comfort and confidence ſhall I die , living in the fear of the 
Lort, and being found faithful ro the teachings of that Jeſs 
whom you periecute. That. many are found peſſing, from one 
fancy to another in theſe changing times (as you call them ), 1s 
no wonder ; for they learn it trom the practice. of their 
Teachers,who owne & preach,lome one fancy, ſome another. 

I kno no ſeducers 1nthe Nation. but ſuch as draw men 
from the light, love, and fear of the Lord, ro liſten to their 
ovn fond dreams, ſtyling him who is the onely (ure Teacher 
of the Saints, « pretended inward l:ght, And therefore (by way 
of retortion) let me adviie you, not to trifle in tho!e « Pons 
chat are of eternal concernment ; calling darkxeſs light, and 
light darkxeſ5, Pur not far from you the Son of God,becaule 
ot the meannels of his Garb, Stumble. not at his coming, 
becaufe not attended with the pomp and iplendor of this 
decaying world, The woridiy-wie tow expected him from 
the PALLACE, bur the- great God (whote habirationis in 
the contrire ſpirit ) called Fim from the MANGER, This 
was the ftoxe which the wiſe bs.lders refuſed : this was the 
Rock, againſt which the. learned and the mighty daſhed 
themelvesin pieces, What the Religious Scribes and Pha- 
riſees eſteemed the ( Delsria - mad whimbes in the lives 
and teachings of the Saints in thoſe dayes, the ſame do you 
Judge now : But the perſons and things which they judged 
baſe, the Lord hath made {honowrable; avd what proud man 
would root out of the Earth , or ſhut up is the grave of fi- 
lence, he hath cauſed to flouriſh as a branch of renown, which 
ſhilNewr-live all the /dells fer up by the wiſcom of the 
World, Therefore look well to your ſanding, and build not 
on that Religion which conhifieth onely in outward 2p? 
on, crying. The Temple of the Lord, The Templt of the Lord, 
Jelt you be found in the great day of the Lord, to be of no 
Religion, bur that which muſt be burped up as Hey and ftub- 
»/e, I delire you not ro become a Diſciple ro any practice, . 
43 Or 
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of opinion, becauſe mine, bur unto the-erachy rut notun- 
ro me, bur retwn wwe the Lord, again whom you are naw 
found fighring, You utterly miltake me, ip judging that I 
endeavour the bringing you overto any opinion, ſor I dif- 
own that Religion that conſifteth in opinions ; and do de- 
fre in {inglenets and ſeriouſneſs of (piric, ro wait for that 
power, to which all Opinionifts are firangers. 

© Therefore do nor efteem me ſtudious, to prevail with you, 
to be of this Opixios, or that Seft, No, my hearts defire un- 
tothe Lord is, that he would prevail with you to come 
down from the heighth of your vain imaginations, and wait 
to be rnade wile with the WISDOM of God ; to live low in 
his fear, whith is the beginning of that Wiſdom , to become 4 
fool that you may be wiſe ; and finally, to abide faithful in thae 
meaſure of light which you have received, which would lead 
you out of the by-parhs of deceit, and hypocriſie, and bring 
you to witneſs finglene(s of heart, which leadeth unto that 
peace which the world koweth nor ; and to that joy, which 
none ſhould be able totake fromyou, 1 wiſheternall good to 
your precious ſoul, and reit, 


Tomy Friend as you own and walk, inthe Truth 
as it ts in Jeſus, 


T. Speed. 


o 


FINIS. 
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